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To:                  Ministers of the Word and Sacrament, Member Churches of the Presbytery  

of the Miami Valley, and Ruling Elder Members of Presbytery 
 
From:             Ruling Elder Alice McCollum, Moderator 
                        Ruling Elder Larry Hollar, Stated Clerk  
 
Date:              July 30, 2020 
 
 

CALL OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  
PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 

 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 

At 10:00 am 
 

VIA ZOOM 
 
 

In accordance with Section 4.02 of the Bylaws of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley, a 
special meeting of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley has been called for the purposes 
listed in the docket that follows on page 2. Motions and appendices pertaining to those 
purposes are on subsequent pages.  
 
The special meeting has been called at the request of the Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry and with concurrence from the Committee on Ministry, and of the Leadership 
Council on behalf of the Administrative Commissi0n for the Collinsville Church. 
 

All who are planning to join the August 12 meeting are encouraged to carefully read 
instructions for how to participate via Zoom provided in the transmittal email for the call 
of this meeting, in the invitation email to the meeting for those who register, and on the 
presbytery web site. Note that voting presbyters and authorized visitors 
planning to participate in the August 12 Zoom meeting must register in 
advance to receive an invitation to the meeting. Information on how to register is 
in the transmittal email announcing this meeting.  
 
You may contact Tom Oxley in the presbytery office for more information 
(tom.oxley@miamipresbytery.org or 937-258-8118). The meeting will also be 
livestreamed on the presbytery’s YouTube channel. More information on the livestream 
will be posted on www.miamipresbytery.org.  
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DOCKET FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 
 

VIA ZOOM—ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
 
9:45 am Registered members are welcome to enter the Zoom call at this time 
 
10:00 am CONVENING PRAYER – Ruling Elder Alice McCollum, Moderator 
 
  PRELIMINARY BUSINESS - Ruling Elder Larry Hollar, Stated Clerk  

o Statement of Quorum & Formation of the Roll  
o Attestation to call of the meeting and unanimous consent request for 

authority to hold this meeting via Zoom pending Bylaws revision, 
using same processes as previous presbytery meetings using Zoom  

o Clarification of process for special meeting of presbytery and 
explanation of using Zoom for being recognized, debate, and voting 

o Motions to seat those granted voice at this meeting; granting excuses 
 

FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY—Minister of the 
Word and Sacrament Michael Isaacs, chair  

o Motion 1: That the Presbytery examine the Rev. Steven Schumm for 
transfer to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) pursuant to G-2.0505 
and G-2.0610 of the Book of Order and of Section 1.09 of the CPM 
Policy and Practice (p. 5); 

o Following the close of the examination, Motion 2: To approve the 
transfer of Rev. Steven Schumm (a ¾ vote of presbytery is required) 
(p. 5); 

o Motion 3: Regarding enrollment with this presbytery (p. 5). 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO REV. SCHUMM – Moderator Alice McCollum 
 
FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR THE COLLINSVILLE 

CHURCH – Minister of the Word and Sacrament Brian Maguire, chair  
o Motion 4:  That the Presbytery of the Miami Valley makes certain 

findings of fact regarding its mission and that of the Collinsville 
United Presbyterian Church (pp. 13-14); 

o Motion 5: That the Presbytery of the Miami Valley adopt a 
Covenant of Gracious Separation with the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church (pp. 14-15). 

A RECOGNITION AND CELEBRATION OF THE MINISTRY OF THE COLLINSVILLE 

CHURCH IN THIS PRESBYTERY, AND A PRAYER OF FAREWELL 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
Rationale and detailed motions to be offered at this meeting, as well as related 
Appendices, follow. 
 

Unanimous Consent Request from the Stated Clerk: 

1. That the presbytery, pursuant to Section 8.01 of the Presbytery Bylaws, 
temporarily suspend for its August 12, 2020 special meeting any Bylaw provision, 
or excuse the lack of any Bylaw provision, that would impede the holding of an 
electronic meeting on that day in compliance with the Book of Order and Robert’s 
Rules of Order, Newly Revised; and 

2. That the presbytery adopt the same operating provisions to apply on a temporary 
basis to the August 12, 2020 special meeting as were in effect for the May 12, 2020 
stated presbytery meeting and June 2020 special meeting, and are contained on 
pp. 10-11 of the Advance Packet for the May 12 stated presbytery meeting, also held 
by Zoom: (http://www.miamipresbytery.org/pmv_presby_docs.htm).  

 
+++++++++++ 

 
MOTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 

August 12, 2020 
 

Rationale: In February 2019, the presbytery approved a new process for transferring 
minister membership for a minister who is currently a member of another denomination 
that is not in Full Communion with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This process draws 
from requirements in Sections 2.05 and 2.06 of the Book of Order. 

The process sets up a rigorous evaluation process of the minister’s academic credentials 
and competency in each of the areas that a candidate going through the preparation for 
ministry process needs to address: a Reformed understanding of theology, polity, worship 
and sacraments, and biblical exegesis. The minister could satisfy the competency 
standards based on passing the ordination examinations of the denomination or by 
complying with certain challenging alternative means (G-2.0610) that were approved by 
a ¾ vote of presbytery in February 2019. The process assumes that normally the minister 
will have spent at least two years among us serving a church in this presbytery, and at 
least five years in ministerial service in the other denomination. 

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry has been overseeing Rev. Steven Schumm’s 
progress through this process since the beginning of 2018. Rev. Schumm’s ministry 
membership is with the Mennonite Church USA, a denomination that is not a member of 
the World Communion of Reformed Churches. 
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Transfers of members from those Reformed denominations is made somewhat simpler 
under the Book of Order, but certainly members of other denominations can demonstrate 
competency in Reformed aspects of theology and practice, as Rev. Schumm has done. The 
entire purpose of using these alternative methods of approving a minister for transfer 
recognizes that ministers who are fully qualified academically, who demonstrate pastoral 
leadership capacity over a period of time, who are well-grounded theologically and 
practically in serving a PC(USA) church, and who want to become one of us as members, 
should have reasonable means to explore doing so. 

Rev. Schumm has served as interim pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Urbana and 
interim associate pastor at Southminster Presbyterian Church in Dayton. He currently 
serves as stated supply pastor at the New Carlisle: Honey Creek Church. He has served 
for several years on the presbytery’s Network Support and Grants Committee and sat for 
a term on Leadership Council of the presbytery as the NS&G liaison. 

In assessing Rev. Schumm’s request for transfer, the Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry has: 

1. Affirmed the adequacy of Rev. Schumm’s ordination, his current credentials and good 
standing for ministry with another denomination, and his compliance with the 
constitutional conditions (G-2.0505, 2.0607); 

2. Assessed Rev. Schumm’s academic credentials and found them satisfactory; 

3. Evaluated his competency in the areas of Reformed theology, polity, worship and 
sacraments, and biblical exegesis by administering written examinations reviewed and 
graded by committee members and others, and conducting oral examinations. 

4. Required Rev. Schumm to take a Presbyterian Polity course and examined him closely 
on his understanding of our polity; 

5. Reviewed and discussed with him his Statement of Faith and other documents (copies 
of which are in appendices below); 

6. Required Rev. Schumm to undergo a comprehensive background check; 

7. Sought Committee on Ministry concurrence in moving forward (see below); and 

8. Approved Rev. Schumm for examination for transfer on the floor of presbytery, which 
under G-2.0610 requires a ¾ vote of presbytery because the process involves waivers of 
the normal preparation for ministry process. 

In assessing Rev. Schumm’s request for transfer, the Committee on Ministry 
has: 

1. At the request of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, concurred in the approval 
of Rev. Steven Schumm to be examined for transfer on the floor of presbytery; and 

2. Found and confirmed that Rev. Steven Schumm’s membership in the presbytery would 
advance the presbytery’s mission, life, and work. (June 30, 2020) 
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Based on these findings of both committees, the Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
offers the following motions: 

 

Motion 1: That the presbytery examine the Rev. Steven Schumm for ordination and 
membership transfer to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) pursuant to G-2.0505 and G-
2.0610 of the Book of Order and of Section 1.09 of the CPM Policy and Practice. 

++++++++++++ 

(Following completion of the examination) 

Motion 2: That the Presbytery of the Miami Valley approve the transfer of the ordination 
and membership of the Rev. Steven Schumm from the Mennonite Church (USA) to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (a ¾ vote of presbytery is required, which will be carried 
out by an electronic vote via Zoom) 

+++++++++++++ 

Motion 3: Assuming the favorable vote on Motion No. 2, that the presbytery authorize 
the Stated Clerk to enter Rev. Schumm on the rolls of this presbytery as a minister of the 
Word and Sacrament upon receiving evidence that Rev. Schumm’s membership in any 
other Christian churches has been surrendered. 

++++++++++++++++ 

Four appendices related to the above three motions follow: 

Appendix A: Statement of Faith 

Appendix B: Statement of Call 

Appendix C: Transfer Motivation and Expectations 

Appendix D: Brief Summary of Ministry and Experience 
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APPENDIX A 

Statement of Faith 
Rev. Steven Schumm 
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APPENDIX B 

Statement of Call 
Rev. Steven Schumm 
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APPENDIX C 

Transfer Motivation and Expectations 
Rev. Steven Schumm 
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APPENDIX D 

Rev. Steven Schumm 
Brief Summary of Ministry and Experience 
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+++++++++++++++++++ 
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ADDITIONAL MOTIONS ON FOLLOWING PAGES 
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MOTIONS FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR  
THE COLLINSVILLE CHURCH 

August 12, 2020 
 
Rationale: The Administrative Commission for the Collinsville Church (“the AC”) was 
created by action of the presbytery on November 9, 2019, following indications that the 
session and congregation of the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church, Collinsville, 
Ohio, wished to disaffiliate from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and this presbytery. 
After representatives of the presbytery unsuccessfully explored options for reconciliation, 
the AC proceeded to its tasks in consultation with the church’s session. Those tasks 
included preparing findings of fact for the presbytery to approve, negotiating an 
appropriate Covenant of Gracious Separation, ensuring appropriate care for any church 
members who might wish to remain members of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and 
providing for disposition of church records. The results of the AC’s actions are included 
in the two Motions below. 
 
Members of the Administrative Commission for the Collinsville Church are Ministers of 
the Word and Sacrament Brian Maguire (chair), Norman Godfrey and Arbuth Conn; and 
Ruling Elders Marj Lawson (Dayton: Southminster) and Nancy Peterson (Middletown: 
First).  
 

+++++++++ 
 
The Administrative Commission for the Collinsville Church moves and recommends to 
the Presbytery to adopt the following actions: 
 
Motion 4:  The Presbytery of the Miami Valley makes the following findings 

of fact regarding its mission and that of the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church: 

 
1. The Presbytery of the Miami Valley finds that the congregation of the Collinsville 

United Presbyterian Church of Collinsville, Ohio has clearly expressed its desire 
and intention to withdraw from its association with the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and to withdraw from membership within the Presbytery of the Miami 
Valley, most recently in a unanimous congregational vote on June 14, 2020. 

 
2. The Presbytery of the Miami Valley recognizes that all property held by or for a 

congregation is held in trust for the use and benefit of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and further recognizes its responsibility to steward all property and 
resources for its mission and ministry.   

 
3. The Presbytery of the Miami Valley in adopting the enclosed Covenant of Gracious 

Separation takes due consideration of the value of the property of the Collinsville 
United Presbyterian Church; the financial needs of the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church, The Presbytery of the Miami Valley, and The Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.); the potential financial and relational costs of alternative 
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litigation; and the spiritual needs of both the Collinsville United Presbyterian 
Church and the Presbytery of the Miami Valley.   

 
Rationale: These proposed findings of fact are provided to comply with the 

requirements for conveyance of property specified in Tom v. Presbytery of 
San Francisco, GA PJC Remedial Case 221-03. 

 
 
Motion 5: The Presbytery of the Miami Valley adopts the following 

Covenant of Gracious Separation with the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church:  

 
A COVENANT OF GRACIOUS SEPARATION BETWEEN 

THE COLLINSVILLE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND 
THE PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 

 
In recognition of our mutual desire to further the peace, unity, and purity of the larger 
church, the living body of Christ, and to fulfill our respective roles and responsibilities 
towards our Presbytery, Church, and congregation, we, the Presbytery of the Miami 
Valley, and the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church of Collinsville, Ohio enter into 
this Covenant of Gracious Separation, recognizing the end of our denominational 
affiliation and covenanting not to pursue legal action against the other.  
 
ARTICLE I 
In furtherance of this covenant, the Presbytery of the Miami Valley acknowledges that the 
Collinsville United Presbyterian Church as a congregation has sought to remove itself 
from the Presbytery of the Miami Valley and to end its relationship as a congregation 
within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the bonds between the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church and the Presbytery (and through the Presbytery, its relationship with 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)). Pursuant to this understanding, the Presbytery of the 
Miami Valley by ratification of this agreement dissolves the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church as a congregation within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a 
member congregation of this Presbytery effective the date of the ratification of this 
Covenant by the Presbytery of the Miami Valley. The Presbytery agrees, for purposes of 
the civil law of Ohio, that the dissolution of the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church 
as a congregation within the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) does not dissolve the 
Collinsville United Presbyterian Church as a not-for-profit corporation in the state of 
Ohio.  
ARTICLE II 
Further, the Presbytery, based upon its discernment of its mission, for itself and as the 
council of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), relinquishes its claims upon the real and 
personal property held by the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church and any beneficial 
interests therein. As the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church believes that title is 
currently in the name of the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church and it shall be an on-
going Christian church regardless of its denominational affiliation, the Collinsville United 
Presbyterian Church does not seek any further transfer of title to this real property other 
than the assurances given in this Covenant.  
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ARTICLE III 
The Collinsville United Presbyterian Church shall make no claims of membership in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and shall be entitled to no benefits of association with the 
Presbytery of the Miami Valley or the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
ARTICLE IV 
For historical purposes, complete copies of the church records (baptism, membership, 
ordination verification, Session and Congregational Meeting Minutes) from the entire 
period of time that the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church was part of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or its predecessors shall be delivered to Presbytery 
representatives at the time of the signing of this Covenant. Original Records are 
understood and agreed to be owned and retained by the congregation.  
ARTICLE V 
Members of the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church who wish to remain as members 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) shall be under the care of the Presbytery of the Miami 
Valley.  
ARTICLE VI 
 In further consideration of this Covenant, the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church 
shall provide at the signing of this agreement to the Presbytery of the Miami Valley the 
sum of one thousand eight hundred twenty-seven dollars ($1,827.00). This contribution 
is inclusive of all obligations owed to the Presbytery of the Miami Valley including, but 
not limited to, per capita payments that are now or may be due.  
This serves as a written covenant agreement between the Presbytery of the Miami Valley 
and the Collinsville United Presbyterian Church and is understood to be binding on any 
succeeding governing body. We pray that each other go forth in peace, honoring Christ.  
 
Attested:  
 
_______________________________________________________  
THE COLLINSVILLE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,   Date 
CLERK OF SESSION  
 
 
_______________________________________________________  
MODERATOR, PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY   Date 
 
 
_______________________________________________________  
STATED CLERK, PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY   Date 
 


