
FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM 

 Faith Presbyterian Church, Huber Heights, has always had a heart for the children of 
their community, and has always looked for ways to minister to them. Recently, when we 
considered our resources (our location, our building, our human resources), starting a tutoring 
program seemed like a natural fit. 

 We visited two established tutoring programs at Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Dayton and the Presbyterian Church in Sidney, Ohio. The programs were quite different, but we 
were able to see things in both that we could use. Jim Henry, Director of the Westminster 
tutoring program, shared with us all his paperwork and the outline of their partnership with the 
Dayton school. Sarah Steenrod, of the Sidney Presbyterian Church, gave us a very thorough tour 
of their program. Both Jim and Sarah were extremely helpful and encouraging. 

 We next made an appointment with the Superintendent of Schools in our community to 
discuss the possibility of establishing a church / school partnership with Valley Forge 
Elementary School. Our congregation collected school supplies for that school and we discussed 
starting an after-school tutoring program. 

 After receiving approval from the Superintendent we met with the Principal of Valley 
Forge Elementary School to see where the greatest need may be for tutoring. It was decided 
that we would work with second- and third-graders. 

 Our next step was to find people in the congregation who would be interested in 
tutoring. Our facility could accommodate nine children for one-on-one tutoring. When we had 
nine volunteers, we gave the principal and the second- and third-grade teachers all pertinent 
information on the program. The teachers were asked to recommend the children and were 
given permission forms for parents to send back. We communicated with the teachers on what 
they wanted their students to work on during tutoring sessions. We have on-going 
communication by email, by telephone, and in person. 

 We have purchased some materials, although most of the teachers send homework or 
particular skills they want their students to work on. Our congregation has donated snacks for 
each day and books to give to the children, as well as books for the program. Our connections 
to the Presbyterian churches in the Miami Valley have been a valuable resource to us in 
launching our new program. We appreciate the materials and wisdom they shared with us 


