
CALL OF THE  

STATED MEETING OF THE 
PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020 

at 3:00 pm 

VIA ZOOM 

This packet contains the Docket, 
instructions for advance registration 

and connecting to the meeting, 
opportunities for Training on Zoom, 

and items for presbytery action 



Technical Information for  
Minister Members of Presbytery and  

Ruling Elder Commissioners for  
Our Virtual May 12 Presbytery Meeting 

 
Our May 12 stated meeting will be by Zoom rather than in person, due to 
Ohio gathering restrictions owing to the coronavirus. Here are some advance 
tips to navigate this meeting technologically. 
 

1. The May 12 meeting announcement, along with the docket and 
advance materials, is being sent to minister members of 
presbytery, clerks of session, and ruling elder members of 
presbytery only on May 1, 2020. NOTE: Clerks and pastors should 
agree with session on which ruling elder(s) should serve as the church’s 
designated commissioner(s) for this meeting. Because the meeting will 
be by Zoom and will require all commissioners to be both visible and 
audible, we strongly suggest commissioners be chosen who have good 
computer skills and access to well-equipped laptops or PCs or can fully 
connect via links to the Zoom app on smart phones. Links to join the 
meeting will only be for voting members, so please do not circulate 
those links to others. 

2. To ensure accurate voting, each participant needs to be on a 
separate device. For example, this means minister spouses 
cannot be present and voting on the same device. 

3. All commissioners—both ministers and ruling elders—will need to 
register in advance for the presbytery meeting. Only those who register 
by 12:00 noon on Monday, May 11 will receive the instructions and 
login code for Zoom to join the stated meeting on May 12. Those 
instructions will include some basic pointers on how to use Zoom. See 
instructions below for how to register.  

4. To assist those who are not familiar with Zoom, two short Practice 
Meetings will be held prior to the actual meeting and last about 30 
minutes. The Practice Meetings will begin at:  

3:00 pm on Tuesday, May 5, or 
7:00 pm on Thursday, May 7 
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You will need to register in advance for these Practice Meetings as well 
(see instructions below). We will walk you through the technology we 
will use for the real meeting. We strongly encourage you to take part in 
one of these Practice Meetings because some of the techniques we will 
use are not typical of many Zoom meetings. 

5. On the day of the stated meeting—May 12—when you click on the link 
you receive by registering beforehand, you’ll be admitted directly to the 
meeting. The meeting begins promptly at 3:00 pm with the 
Moderator’s convening prayer, so plan to enter at least a few minutes 
before that. 

6. If you have trouble connecting to the meeting or need technical help, 
please contact Tom Oxley at 937-258-8118 or 
tom.oxley@miamipresbytery.org. You can also raise issues in the Chat 
function in Zoom when you’re in the meeting—such as whether a 
speaker is talking loud enough or if there is too much noise. Hosts will 
be monitoring the Chat room to handle these issues. 

7. The Stated Clerk, at the beginning of the meeting, will explain how you 
can seek to be recognized and unmuted to speak, submit written 
motions and amendments, and vote during the meeting. The 
opportunity to engage together in discussion—listening and speaking-
-and to register votes are two essential elements of using technology 
when we cannot be together physically. 

8. We have a limit of 100 participants so we will make sure that registered 
minister and ruling elder commissioners and members have first 
priority to participate. Visitors will be able to watch the meeting via 
livestream—watch for more instructions on the presbytery web site. 

9. The meeting will be recorded for archival purposes. 
10. For questions or further information, contact Larry Hollar at 

larry.hollar@miamipresbytery.org, or contact Tom Oxley at 
tom.oxley@miamipresbytery.org. 

 

To register for the Practice Meetings on Tuesday, 
May 5, at 3:00 pm or Thursday, May 7, at 7:00 pm, 
contact tom.oxley@miamipresbytery.org, and 
specify which meeting you’ll attend. 
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To register for the actual Stated Presbytery 
Meeting on May 12, at 3:00 pm, contact 
tom.oxley@miamipresbytery.org. You must 
register by 12:00 noon on Monday, May 11, to be 
admitted to the May 12 meeting. In registering, 
please include in the email to Tom: 
 
Your full name 
Your preferred email 
Your phone number 
Your role, such as  
  Minister Member of presbytery 
  Ruling Elder Commissioner (if so, list your 

church by name and town) 
  Ruling Elder Member of Presbytery 
  Corresponding Member 
  Invited Guest 
 (Note that visitors and observers are asked to 

use the livestream and will not participate in 
the meeting itself.) 
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 Presbytery of the Miami Valley 
Presbytery Covenant  

We believe that God calls all people into covenant. In this way, God called the people of 
Israel to be God’s people saying:   

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your might.1  

We are called as disciples into a new covenant given by God’s free grace in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity. Our bond 
together as people of faith was given to us from Christ himself as he told his disciples:  

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I 
am the vine, you are the branches.2  

Thus, the church as the community of disciples is bound together in covenant and 
united as the body of Christ. While the call to ministry from the Holy Spirit may be 
understood in a diversity of form and expression, the church commits itself to 
connectional relationship as the Apostle Paul reminds us:  

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the 
one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.3  

In covenant, the presbytery is the community of congregations gathered for particular 
ministry and shared calling. Ministry occurs among the disciples of the visible church 
within the covenant instituted by God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thus, the church 
is dependent upon God, as well as upon other congregations of disciples, in witnessing 
to the in-breaking of God’s Kingdom into our world. It is by this act of covenant that the 
presbytery itself comes into life.  

The presbytery prepares, equips, nurtures, and connects 
congregations in their ministries for God’s mission. 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley calls the ruling elders and sessions of its 
congregations along with all teaching elders to a continually renewing sense of covenant 
as the embodiment of Christ’s church.  
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This covenant is a reaffirmation of our ordination vows promising to share in 
government and discipline, serving in the councils of the church.4 By this covenant, we 
commit together to that which might bring fulfillment to the presbytery’s purpose and 
shared ministry.  

We commit to prayer, encouragement, and support for our work of the 
presbytery  

We commit ourselves to regular and active attendance at meetings of the 
presbytery  

We commit our participation in the work of the presbytery councils, 
committees and commissions  

We commit financial resources to our shared purpose as the presbytery 

We commit, as ruling and teaching elders, to the nurture and care of our 
colleagues in ministry in this presbytery  

In this covenant we confirm the promises we have made, and we live in the hope that by 
God’s grace we will continue to make and uphold these promises to each other united as 
the church, the visible body of Christ in the world.   

1 Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NRSV  
2 John 15:4-5 NRSV 
3 1 Corinthians 12:12-13a NRSV 
 4 Book of Order W-4.4003i(1)(3) 

Approved September 11, 2012; Amended September 10, 2013 and February 11, 2017
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PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 
STATED MEETING, TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2020   

 

VIA ZOOM  
 

ORDER OF DOCKET   
 

Advance registration for all voting presbyters MUST be  
completed by no later than 12:00 noon on Monday,  
May 11, 2020. On May 12, authorized participants  
who have received Zoom meeting instructions may log in  
and will be allowed to enter the Zoom meeting. See more  
details about registration, and how non-voting visitors  
may watch a livestream of the meeting, on pp. 1-3 of  
this packet. An updated and annotated docket with page 
numbers will appear in the supplemental packet. 

 
 
3:00 pm Convening Prayer  

Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders, Moderator   
 
Report of the Stated Clerk    
   Ruling Elder Larry Hollar 
 Statement of Quorum and Formation of the Roll 

Explanation of processes for the meeting and orientation to Zoom features 
Approval of Motions to Enable Virtual Meeting of Presbytery 
Adoption of the Remaining Docket 
Seat Corresponding Members and Approve Excused Minister Members 
Other Items for Action or Information: 2019 Necrology     

   
We speak together our Presbytery Covenant’s Mission Statement  
 
Hospitality Report    
 Today’s Offering 

Greetings from MWS Chip Hardwick, Interim Executive,  
Synod of the Covenant 

Plans to Recognize New Members of Presbytery and Memorials 
Virtual Passing of the Peace  

  
Executive Presbyter’s Report  
   Minister of the Word and Sacrament Terry Kukuk 

 
Report of the Leadership Council 
   Ruling Elder Don Niece, Chair  

For Action: Adoption of the Consent Agenda   
 

Consideration of Action Items, if any, Pulled from the Consent Agenda  
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Committee on Nominations 
   Minister of the Word and Sacrament Steven Ingram 
 For Action: Election of Officers and Committee Chairs and Members 

 
Acknowledgement of Written Reports Filed by Committees 
 
Moderator’s Reflection 
 
Commissioning of Elected Commissioners, Young Adult Advisory Delegate, and 
Alternates for the 224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 
Blessing of Ruling Elder José LaMont Jones (Dayton: College Hill Community) to 
service as a PC(U.S.A.) mission co-worker in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Installation of Presbytery of the Miami Valley Officers for 2020-2021 

            
Closing Prayer  
 
Adjournment 
 

 
Our next stated meeting—Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 3:00 p.m., currently scheduled at 
The Presbyterian Church of Hamilton, 23 South Front Street, Hamilton, OH 45011 

Should conditions require, we may carry out this September meeting virtually 

7 051220PMV



REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK
May 12, 2020 

So what’s different about this presbytery meeting? 
Key special rules you should know

 We’re together through technology—see the explanation on
how to do advance registration, connect to Zoom, and other
technical matters on pp. 1-3 in this packet.

 We will form the roll (take attendance) by your advance
registration and your being admitted to the Zoom meeting on
May 12. 

 You must register by 12 noon on Monday, May 11 to be sent
instructions on how to take part in the meeting.

 Only voting members and specially invited guest speakers
will be in the Zoom meeting. Other visitors can watch by
livestream.

 There will be two “Practice Meetings” to help acquaint you
with Zoom and learn how to get recognized to speak and vote
electronically. Those Practice Meetings are on Tuesday, May
5 at 3:00 pm and Thursday, May 7, at 7:00 pm. See more
about these practice sessions on the technology instructions
on pp. 1-3.

 Most of our action items are in the Consent Agenda for
speedy resolution. But we will have an important initial vote
to approve our meeting electronically (a 2/3 vote) and later a
separate vote on Nominations. We have some important
business to do—such as electing and installing new
presbytery Officers, commissioning our 224th General
Assembly delegation, and electing committee members.

 Reports for Information will not be discussed, but we urge
you to read them because they are important.

 To keep the meeting within our reasonable virtual attention
spans, the docket is focused on doing necessary actions. That
means most of the usual worship elements and small group
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discussion and training activities we do at presbytery 
meetings will not occur. But everything that we do together 
via Zoom will still be surrounded by God’s loving hands and 
our prayers. 

 Instead of our normal Hunger Offering and Mission at Every
Meeting donations, we urge you to contribute to your own
congregation’s ministries to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic.

 There are two packets of materials for this meeting, and both
are important. This advance packet posted on May 1 contains
the docket, key special instructions, items we will vote on,
and some information pieces. The supplemental packet
issued on May 8 will include an annotated and revised
docket, additional information items, financial reports, and
possibly a revised Nominations Report for action and
updated technical instructions for the meeting. You should
plan to review both packets in advance and have them
available during the meeting by photocopying them or visible
on an electronic device.

 If you have questions or concerns about the process or about
the action items being considered, please contact the Stated
Clerk (larry.hollar@miamipresbytery.org) in advance of the
meeting to expedite ways to address your concerns in this
different technological context.

 Please also realize we are all still learning this new
technology and how to do things fairly and consistently in
this changed environment. It’s likely that not everything will
go smoothly. That being true, a spirit of forgiveness and
grace will help make our presbytery gathering both
productive and renewing for us as a covenant community.
While we are distant from each other, we still live in unity
committed to Christ’s mission for the world through this
presbytery.
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STATED CLERK AND LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
May 12, 2020 

Authority for the presbytery to hold virtual meetings 

Motion by the Stated Clerk, on behalf of the Leadership Council, to be offered as one vote 
at the beginning of the May 12 stated presbytery meeting. This motion requires a 2/3 
vote of presbytery to approve (Bylaws, Section 8.01):  

1. That the presbytery, pursuant to Section 8.01 of the Presbytery Bylaws,
temporarily suspend for its May 12, 2020 stated meeting any Bylaw provision, or
excuse the lack of any Bylaw provision, that would impede the holding of an
electronic stated meeting on that day in compliance with the Book of Order and
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised; and

2. That the presbytery adopt the following provisions to apply on a temporary basis
to the May 12, 2020 stated presbytery meeting and to serve as the first reading of
a permanent Bylaw and Policy and Practice amendment for future presbytery
meetings for adoption at the September 8, 2020 stated meeting:

a. Amend Article IV “Meetings” of the Presbytery Bylaws by adding a new
Section 4.03 to read as follows, and renumber the subsequent sections
accordingly:

Section 4.03: Electronic Meetings  

The presbytery, as determined by the Leadership Council, may meet 
by electronic means if all minister of the Word and Sacrament 
members and ruling elder commissioners have reasonable notice of 
the electronic meeting and the ability to discuss, deliberate, discern 
the will of God, and vote on business items. The quorum for such an 
electronic meeting is prescribed in Section 4.04 of these Bylaws. 
Further requirements for such meetings may be prescribed in the 
Presbytery of the Miami Valley Policy and Practice. 

b. Add a new Article IX “Electronic Meetings of Presbytery” to the Presbytery
of the Miami Valley Policy and Practice to read as follows:

i. Article IX    Electronic Meetings of Presbytery
Section 9.01   Requirements for Electronic Meetings of
Presbytery

It is the policy of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley that stated and
special meetings will normally occur in a specified physical location
and that only presbyters physically present and registered at that
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location may vote. Information relevant to such meetings may be 
provided by people not physically present through written, electronic 
or other formats. However, in extraordinary circumstances as 
determined by the Leadership Council, the presbytery may meet in 
stated or special meetings without a central physical location and 
instead using audioconference or videoconference technology that is 
reasonably available to significant numbers of presbyters. Such 
technology shall be chosen to ensure that there are adequate 
methods for: 
  

1. A roll to be created and the presence of a quorum to be 
determined and certified; 

2. A presbyter to raise a point of order about the presence of 
a quorum; 

3. Those participating to engage in simultaneous aural 
communication for discussion and debate; 

4. A presbyter or a person granted voice at the meeting to be 
able to seek recognition to speak and obtain the floor; 

5. Motions, amendments, dissents and protests to be offered 
in writing during the meeting;  

6. Votes to be taken and verified. 
 

In packets issued prior to each electronic meeting, and at the 
commencement of each such meeting, the Stated Clerk shall explain 
the way presbyters  may connect to the meeting using the approved 
technology, and the processes that will be used to comply with the 
above requirements and those in Section 4.03 of the Presbytery 
Bylaws. The Leadership Council may adopt additional Practice 
provisions to carry out this electronic meeting Policy. 
 

c. Amend Article V “Leadership Council” of the Presbytery Bylaws by adding 
a new third paragraph to Section 5.04 to read as follows:  

The Leadership Council may meet by electronic means if all members 
have reasonable notice of the electronic meeting and the ability to 
discuss, deliberate, discern the will of God, and vote on business 
items. The quorum for such an electronic meeting is prescribed in 
Section 1.04 of the Leadership Council Policy and Practice. Further 
requirements for such electronic meetings may be prescribed in the 
Leadership Council Policy and Practice. 

 

Rationale: The coronavirus pandemic has shown that the presbytery needs to adopt a 
policy to allow electronic presbytery meetings when face-to-face meetings are not feasible 
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or would violate government mandates. Presbytery rules currently permit presbytery 
standing committees to have electronic meetings (Section 3.06(4) of the PMV Policy and 
Practice), but those rules do not govern either presbytery or Leadership Council meetings.  

To proceed at the May 12 stated meeting, it is helpful that the current Presbytery Bylaws 
(Section 8.01) offer flexibility to temporarily suspend (by a 2/3 vote) any impediments to 
transacting necessary business in May. The same amendments proposed above that 
would govern how we operate at the May 12 meeting are also a forward-looking proposal 
for Bylaws and Policy and Practice amendments to be considered and adopted in 
September for future presbytery and Leadership Council meetings.  

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (11th ed.), at pp. 97-99, sets out parliamentary 
requirements for conducting electronic meetings. The rules changes proposed today 
largely draw on those requirements and the corresponding Book of Order standards (G-
3.0105).    

 

 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
May 12, 2020 

 

For Action:  See Consent Agenda 
 

For Information:  

o 2019 Church Reports – This Advance Packet contains the annual presbytery 
statistical summary based on the reports filed by all 49 churches in our presbytery 
(p. 42), the 2019 Necrology report of ruling elder deaths (pp. 15-16), and the 
summary the Stated Clerk submits annually to General Assembly of the numbers 
of churches and ministers of the Word and Sacrament in our presbytery (p. 59). 
Additional reports to presbytery will be included in the Supplemental Packet, to be 
issued by Friday, May 8.   

o  Correspondence Received:  
o Delinquency reports from the Board of Pensions 
o Reports from the Board of Pensions on dues relief requested by Presbytery of 

the Miami Valley churches because of COVID-19 impact 
o Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program reports on the Church Loan 

Program, the Investment and Loan Program, and the Mortgage Grant Program 

o 2019 Session Records Review—The supplemental packet will include the 
current report of the 2019 session records review, accomplished at the annual clerk 
of session review and training session on March 7, 2020. Once the current 
pandemic is over, make-up gatherings will happen around the presbytery. 
Churches not yet reviewed are also invited to submit their records to the Stated 
Clerk who will arrange the review. Thank you to clerks of session for their great 
support on these reviews. 
 

o Synod Minutes Review – Due to the Administrative Commission for the Synod 
of the Covenant taking original jurisdiction of the Synod and removing all staff and 
officers, as well as the pandemic distancing needs, the annual presbytery minutes 
review at the Synod of the Covenant offices in early May has not yet occurred. We 
expect that to be scheduled when it is safe to do so. 
 

o Administrative Commission for the Synod of the Covenant – The 
Administrative Commission (AC) that the 223rd General Assembly approved in 
June 2018 to deal with disorder at the Synod of the Covenant has taken original 
jurisdiction of the Synod and has appointed MWS Chip Hardwick as Interim 
Executive. Chip grew up in the Presbytery of the Miami Valley and knows us well. 
He will speak to us at the May 12 presbytery meeting. 
 

o Minister Cards—Minister cards for ministers of the Word and Sacrament 
(Teaching Elders) for 2020 are available from the Stated Clerk.  
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o Membership and Minister Changes since the February 2019 stated 

presbytery meeting: 
a. Gains: Erin Kobs (from Minnesota Valleys); Anna Owens (from Mid-

Kentucky) 
b. Losses: Robert E. Jones and Russell Williams (both to the Lord’s 

loving care in death)  
c. In transition: None 

 
o Hospitality Materials – The supplemental packet will include information 

encouraging us to welcome new members of presbytery and offering memorials for 
ministers who have died since we last gathered. That packet will also include 
information on the members of our presbytery’s delegation to the 224th General 
Assembly in June, which will now occur virtually, and background on RE José 
LaMont Jones, who will begin an assignment as a PC(U.S.A.) mission co-worker in 
Africa later this year. Our May meeting includes actions to commission and bless 
these people in their service to God. 
 

o Upcoming 2020-21 Presbytery Meeting Dates and Currently Planned 
locations, pending confirmation due to COVID-19 restrictions and 
presbytery and church policies in place at those times:  

Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 3:00 p.m., at Hamilton: TPC 
Saturday, November 8, 2020, 9:00 a.m., at Huber Heights: Faith 

Saturday, February 13, 2021, 9:00 a.m., at Dayton: Trinity 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 3:00 p.m., at Huntsville 

 
 

We are grateful to these churches for agreeing to host. Churches interested in hosting 
stated presbytery meetings in future years are encouraged to contact the Stated Clerk.  

 

 

 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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2019 NECROLOGY REPORTi 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
RULING ELDERS WHO DIED IN 2019 
 
Belle Center: United 
 Robert G. Quay January 11 
   
Blue Ball 
 Ron Philpot  May 18 
 Betty Yelton  October 11 
  
Collinsville 
 Phoebe Bolser  April 30 
 
Covington 
 Marianna Warner March 7 
 Harriet ‘Hattie’ Miller March 29 
 Delores ‘De’Minnich  October 28 

LaVaune Locker December 25 
 
Dayton: Central 
 James Hayman October 20 
  
Dayton: College Hill Community 
 Otis D. Henderson September 29 
   
Dayton: Fairmont    
 Mary Allbery  February 3 
 Doris Gaffney  October 13 
 Ken Dunlope .  October 16 
 David Johnson  November 29 
 Donald Turner  November 29  
 
Dayton: Southminster 
 Carl Clifford Sinewe September 19 
 Merle E. Noakes October 18 
 
Dayton: Sugar Creek  
 Lester John Detrick January 12 
 Edwin Kemp Prugh July 13 
 Glen H. Doebereiner August 12 
 Frances L. E. Prugh October 20 
 Nancy A. M. Anderson  October 31 
 
 

 
 
Dayton: Westminster 
 John Haddick  February 13 
 Doris Lindower February 28 
  
Farmersville: Slifers 
 Mildred Denlinger November 1 
   
Hamilton: The Presbyterian Church 
 Vernon Huber  March 2 
  
Hamilton: Westwood 
 Helen Belcher  April 15 
 
Huber Heights: Faith United 
 Maxine Kawanishi December 12 
   
Huntsville 
 Jane Bennett  January 5 
 
Jamestown 
 Donald Kirk  June 18 
 
Middletown: First 
 Ann Stoutenborough March 31 
 Norma McVay May 17 
 Bill Wooley  July 1 
 Jim Bruner  September 6 
 Marge McIntosh November 19 
 Helena Curtis  December 4 
  
Middletown: St. Luke 
 Marli Ann Senf September 15 
  
Oxford  
 James Sturgeon February 18 
 David Wilson  August 17 
 Jean Butterfield October 3 
 
Piqua: Good Shepherd United 
 Phyllis McVety February 17 
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Piqua: Westminster 
 Elinor Gattshall September 19 
 
Seven Mile 
 Charles Ziegler January 3 
 Lorraine Gent  January 15 
 Fritzi Zehler  July 25 
 
Sidney: First 
 Donnetta Apple June 2   
 Robert D. Couchman August 3 
 Ross A. Moore, Jr. December 6 
 
Springfield: Covenant   
 Robert Bare  May 20 
 
Springfield: Northminster 
 Richard ‘Dick’ White February 3 
 
 
 

 
Troy: First 
 Charlotte Collie January 31 
 Virginia Bazler March 20 
 Catherine Starcher June 14 
 Gerald Saffell  July 16 
 Carol Smith  September 25 
 Grace Goodall  December 8 
 
Urbana: First 
 Dorothy Alexander August 4 
 Alta Kay Holmes November 4 
 Barbara Webster December 12 
 
Xenia: Memorial 
 Margaret Parsley February 8 

Harry Davies, Sr. September 3 
   
Xenia: Westminster 
 John Burtch  July 10 
 

 
 

i As submitted by the clerks of session through the annual statistical report.  We apologize for any omissions or 
spelling errors. 
 
The following churches reported no Ruling Elder deaths in 2019: Bellbrook; Bellefontaine; Bradford: First; Clifton: 
United; Dayton: Bath; Dayton: Corinth; Dayton: Immanuel Korean; Dayton: Memorial; Dayton: Trinity; Eaton: First; 
Fairborn: First; Monroe; New Carlisle: Honey Creek; New Paris; Reily; Rushsylvania; Springboro: Covenant; West 
Liberty; Wilmington; Yellow Springs: First. 
 
 
“Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest 
from their labors, for their deeds follow them.”   Revelation 14:13, NRSV 
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

May 12, 2020 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 
The consent agenda consists of items deemed essentially non-controversial that the 
presbytery will vote on as a package without debate or amendment, unless any presbyter 
requests, at the time the consent agenda is on the floor for approval, to have a particular 
item pulled from the consent agenda. In that case, that particular item is considered 
separately at a different place in the meeting docket, and the vote may proceed 
immediately on the remaining items in the consent agenda that have not been pulled. 
 
The consent agenda exists to help move along the flow of more routine business to allow 
time for in-depth consideration of other items. However, the consent agenda is never a 
vehicle to prevent discussion and votes on items that presbyters believe should receive 
more extensive review, and therefore request be pulled from this agenda. 
 
******************* 
This meeting’s Consent Agenda consists of the action items below, the specifics of which 
are on the designated pages of this packet’s materials: 
 

1. From the Stated Clerk: 
A. Minutes of the February 8, 2020 stated presbytery meeting – Move 

that the presbytery approve the minutes of the February 8, 2020 stated meeting 
as distributed, and that the Stated Clerk be authorized to make any technical 
and non-substantive corrections as needed (see pp. 19-30). 

 
B. Minutes of three Administrative Commissions: for the Xenia 

Churches, for Dayton: Memorial, and for New Paris -- Move that the 
presbytery approve the minutes for meetings of the Administrative 
Commissions for the Xenia Churches, for Dayton: Memorial, and for New Paris 
(see pp. 31-41).  

 
C. Receive the presbytery’s 2019 Annual Statistical Report – Move that 

the presbytery receive the 2019 Annual Statistical Report that the Stated Clerk 
submitted to the Office of the General Assembly (see p. 42).  
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2. From the Leadership Council: 

A. Ratification of Leadership Council action on March 24 to authorize 
the presbytery Moderator to recruit members of an Administrative 
Commission to assist the Presbyterian Church of New Paris in 
closing – Council moves that the presbytery ratify an action taken by the 
Leadership Council at its March 24, 2020 special meeting (see pp.  43-44).  
 

B. Process for Redress of Imbalance between ministers of the Word 
and Sacrament and ruling elders for 2020-2021—Council moves that 
the presbytery delegate to Leadership Council authority to approve and 
implement a plan on behalf of the presbytery to redress the imbalance of 
ministers of the Word and Sacrament and ruling elders prior to the September 
2020 stated presbytery meeting (see pp. 44-46). 

 
C. Approval of Presbytery of the Miami Valley Policy and Practice 

Change to designate a temporary moderator for situations when 
the Moderator and Vice Moderator are unavailable to preside at 
presbytery meetings – Council moves that presbytery approve changes in 
the Presbytery of the Miami Valley Policy and Practice relating to presiding at 
presbytery meetings (see p. 46). 

 
 

 
REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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February 8, 2020  Presbytery of the Miami Valley 

 
MINUTES OF THE STATED MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Ohio 

For approval at May 12, 2020 stated presbytery meeting  
 
The meeting was convened with prayer at 9:01 a.m. on Saturday, February 8, 2020, by Ruling Elder Bruce 
Saunders, Moderator, at the Covenant Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Ohio. 
 

LEGEND: 
P – Present        E – Excused        Blank – Absent        Italics – attendance recorded in more than one category 

 
OFFICERS OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 
 
Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders, Moderator     P 
Ruling Elder Alice McCollum, Vice Moderator    P 
Ruling Elder Don Niece, Leadership Council Chair    P 
Ruling Elder Larry Hollar, Stated Clerk     P 
Ruling Elder Kathleen Seewer, Recording Clerk     P

MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT ON ACTIVE ROLL 
Adams, Garth           P 
Allen, Todd           P 
Avotri, Solomon   
Bain, Marciana           P 
Baker, Jeri           P           
Baker, Richard            
Bartel, Lawrence           P 
Beres, Benjamin           P 
Birdsong, Nancy           P  
Bova, Lynette           P 
Brakemeyer, Randall     P 
Brown, Beau            
Burslem, Kathleen         E 
Cassedy, Karen           P  
Circelli, Diana           E            
Dardaganian, Brad        E 
Dennis, Ted                     P 
Dozeman, Thomas 
Duiker, Amy                 P 

Garrigan, Carmen             
Haddox, Clifford              P 
Haddox, Emily              P  
Hamilton, Susan              P 
Helling, Michael              P  
Hernandez, David 
Hess, Lisa                     
Hinds, Kathryn Blocher   E 
Hodgkins, Nancy              P 
Ingram, Steven              E 
Isaacs, Michael              P 
Kukuk, Terry                      P  
Lawler, Kevin               
Lawrence, Ronald             E 
Lee, Sang Un               
Lewis, John               P 
Linville, Deborah               
Maguire, Brian              P  
Martin, Christopher  

McCormick, Dwight         P 
Merrin, Steven               
Miller, Herbie              P 
Murphy, Kevin              P 
Neely, John              P 
Nile, Laura              P 
Pelaez-Díaz, Francisco               
Ramsey, Thomas               
Rupnik, Frank              E 
Schenck, Angela              E 
Shin, Kelley Wehmeyer    P 
Soards, Marion 
Sparks-Franklin, Sarah     
Tidwell, Melissa                
Van Bulck, Marcel              P 
Weaver, Denise               P 
Worthen, Merritt               P 
Young, Darryll                
Ziegler, Diane               P 

 
TEMPORARY MINISTER MEMBERS FROM OTHER DENOMINATIONS 
Gockel, Stan    P     
Schaffnit, Daria       E 
Schumm, Steven    P 
Williamson, Julia     
Whitt, Joe
         
HONORABLY RETIRED MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT (Excused unless attendance indicated) 
Amidon, C. Forrest  
Barr, Judith Dunlap         P 
Brown, Edward   
Conn, Arbuth  P 
Creager, Ronald 
Davis-Dudding, Kay 
Edmonds, Cheryl 
Edmonds, Hart 
Edwards, Robert L. 
Evans, Michael 
Fleming, David L.   

Foubert, David                    
Fulton, Robert                               
Gerhart, Andrew  P 
Girbert, David A. 
Godfrey, Norman                 P 
Graham, James   
Hinds, Joe. M III   
Hookey, Joseph R.                
Horrigan, Kevin   
Howard, Kenneth   
Kester, Gordon L. 

Kim, Soo Kwang   
McConnel, George H.      P 
McNulty, Edward               
Meyers, JoAnne 
Niece, Linda                       P  
Nowak, Jacqueline             
Philips, William 
Righter, Richard L. 
Schechter, Richard 
Sheldon, Jocelyn J.             
Smith, Robert B., Jr.  
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Sparks, W. Franklin  
Stewart, Donald M.              
Swaim, Gerald G. 
Thompson, Glenn E. 
Thornton, Jesse 

Wade, Robert                   P 
Wall, Evan 
Walthour, William 
Warren, Patrick   
Williams, Russell D. 

Yanney, William 
Zuercher, John 
 

 
ROLL OF CHURCHES (RULING ELDERS PRESENT) 
BELLBROOK 
 1 – 
BELLE CENTER  
 1 –  Claassen, Debbie   P       
BELLEFONTAINE  
 1 –  
BLUE BALL  
 1 –  
BRADFORD 
 1 –Buker, Mike (CRE)     
 2 –   
CLIFTON  
 1 –  
COLLINSVILLE  
 1 –   
COVINGTON   
 1 – Schultz, Judy P 
DAYTON: BATH  
 1 –  Mast, Becky           P 
DAYTON: CENTRAL  
 1 –  
DAYTON: COLLEGE HILL  
 1 –  
DAYTON: CORINTH  
 1 –  
DAYTON: FAIRMONT  
 1 – Chamberlain, C.  P 
DAYTON: IMMANUEL KOREAN 
 1 –  
DAYTON: MEMORIAL  
 1 -   
DAYTON: SOUTHMINSTER  
 1 – Thorp, Lois  P
 2 –  
DAYTON: SUGAR CREEK  
 1 
 
 

DAYTON: TRINITY  
 1 – Smith, Rosemary    P 
 2 – Coleman, Gail P 
DAYTON: WESTMINSTER  
 1 – Saunders, Gene       P 
 2 – Lachman, Amy       P 
 3 – Keller, Melissa        P 
EATON: FIRST 
 1 – McCreary, K.           P 
FAIRBORN: FIRST  
 1 – Gadd. Ken P 
FARMERSVILLE: SLIFERS  
 1 –  
HAMILTON: THE P. C. 
 1 – Eyler, Greg              P 
 2 –  
HAMILTON: WESTWOOD  
 1 -  
HUBER HEIGHTS: FAITH  
 1 –  
HUNTSVILLE  
 1 –  
JAMESTOWN   
 1 – Herdman, Mary     P 
MIDDLETOWN: FIRST  
 1 –  
MIDDLETOWN: ST. LUKE  
 1 -  
MONROE  
 1 –   
NEW CARLISLE: HONEY CREEK  

1 – Oliver, Linda P 
NEW PARIS  
 1 –  
OXFORD  
 1 –   
 
 

PIQUA: GOOD SHEPHERD  
 1 – Kerns, Sandra         P 
PIQUA: WESTMINSTER  
 1  
REILY  
 1 –  
RUSHSYLVANIA  
 1 -  
SEVEN MILE  
 1 – 
SIDNEY: FIRST  
 1 –  
SPRINGBORO: COVENANT  
 1 – Sebastian, Loretta  P 
SPRINGFIELD: COVENANT  
 1 –  
SPRINGFIELD: NORTHMINSTER 
 1 –Rigio, Terry              P 
 2- Heaton, Judith         P 
TROY: FIRST 
 1 – Tyner, Troy P 
 2 –  
URBANA: FIRST  
 1 –                  
WEST LIBERTY  
 1 -  
WILMINGTON 
 1 – Gillette, James P 
 2 -- 
XENIA: MEMORIAL UNITED 
 1 – Strickland, K. P 
XENIA: WESTMINSTER  
 1 – Rickels, Joyce         P 
YELLOW SPRINGS: FIRST  
 1 –  
 
  

 
RULING ELDER MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY 
 
Courtney, Donna (LC)    
Hamilton, Kim (LC)      P 
McCollum, Alice (ViceMod)  P 

Niece, Don (LC)     P 
Saunders, Bruce (Mod)      P 
Shoemaker, Matt (LC)            P 

Welborn, Diane (LC) P 
Hollar, Larry (SC) P 
Morgan, Marge (COM) P 

 
CORRESPONDING MEMBERS AND THOSE GRANTED VOICE (not otherwise registered): Seated by presbytery rule: Ruling Elder 
Kathleen Seewer (Recording Clerk); Ruling Elder Gidget Collins (former presbytery Moderator)). Seated by presbytery vote: Ministers 
of the Word and Sacrament Cindy Kohlmanni (Boston), Co-Moderator of the 223rd General Assembly; Anna Owens (Mid-Kentucky); 
Erin Kobs (Minnesota Valleys). 
 
INQUIRERS AND CANDIDATES (not otherwise registered): None 
 
STAFF MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY (not otherwise registered): Tom Oxley 
 

+++++++ 
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Gathering of God’s People 
 
WELCOMING MUSIC                                                                               Trudy Faber, organist 
 
CONVENING PRAYER                                               Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders, Moderator 
 
OPENING HYMN                   “There Is a Balm in Gilead”     
 
SPEAKING TOGETHER THE PRESBYTERY COVENANT 

o To remind ourselves of what binds us together as a presbytery, the entire body spoke words 
from our Presbytery Covenant, including the mission statement. 

 
HOSPITALITY REPORT 

o Welcome and Service Opportunities--Presbyters were welcomed and the presbytery in 
turn expressed deep gratitude for Covenant’s gracious hosting. General Assembly Co-
Moderator Cindy Kohlmann was also warmly welcomed. The Hunger Offering taken at 
registration today supports the Second Harvest Food Bank in Springfield, whose Executive 
Director, Tyra Jackson, is director of Covenant’s Christian Education program. Tracing its 
roots back to 1981, the Food Bank’s stated mission is “targeting hunger to serve and educate 
through community partnerships.” Besides working through agencies in three counties 
(Champaign, Clark and Logan), the Food Bank has a fresh market pantry, a mobile pantry, a 
children’s feeding program, and a senior program.  The “Mission at Every Meeting” initiative, 
under which presbyters bring tangible goods to support the host church’s mission, today helps 
the Food Pantry at Christ Episcopal Church, Springfield. The specific items requested were 
paper products, shampoo and toothpaste, cleaning supplies such as laundry detergent, peanut 
butter and quick meals such as tuna. The pantry is open the third Wednesday of each month. 

o Guests and first-time Ruling Elders were welcomed.  
o New pastors in our midst – Presbytery gave a joyous welcome to Minister of the Word and 

Sacrament Anna Owens, who has begun work as associate pastor at Dayton: Westminster, and 
Rev. Steven Schumm, who is again among us as stated supply pastor at New Carlisle: Honey 
Creek. Other new pastors who could not be present today will be introduced at future meetings.   

o Memorial – (Appendix A) Minister of the Word and Sacrament Garth Adams was invited 
and offered a memorial remembrance and tribute, with prayer, for  Honorably Retired Minister 
of the Word and Sacrament Glenn E. Thompson, who died January 24.  Glenn had served at 
EUB and United Methodist congregations in Ohio as well as the Presbyterian congregations in 
Clifton during his ministerial career, which regrettably was shortened by medical issues.  

o Significant Church Anniversaries – Two hundredth anniversaries were recognized for the 
Springfield: Covenant and Farmersville: Slifers Churches, and the 75th anniversary of the 
Dayton: College Hill Community Church. 

o Following passing of the peace, the presbytery sang “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” to welcome all 
those newly in our midst, to mark the enduring witness of the churches celebrating 
anniversaries, and to hold dear the memory of those now in God’s loving care in death. 
 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK – Ruling Elder Larry Hollar 
Preliminary Business  

o A quorum was declared and on motion/second, the presbytery approved forming the roll by 
signatures obtained during registration showing an attendance of thirty-seven (37) ministers 
of the Word and Sacrament, two (2) minister member from other denominations, twenty-three 
(23) ruling elder commissioners (representing nineteen (19) congregations), and eight (8) 
ruling elder members of presbytery: seventh  (70) voting members. Also present and not 
otherwise registered were five (5) corresponding members, including two seated by presbytery 
rule and three by presbytery vote, fifteen (15) visitors, and one (1) presbytery staff member. 
Including duplicate categories, total registered attendance of ninety-one (91). A motion to 
accept excuses from nine ministers of the Word and Sacrament or minister members was 
adopted.  

o On motion/second, the revised docket as distributed in the supplemental packet was adopted.   
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Correspondence (November 8, 2019 to February 5, 2020) and other information matters: 

o Correspondence -- Delinquency reports received from Board of Pensions; summary of 
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program loans and mortgage grants to churches; 2020 per 
capita assessment letters from General Assembly and Synod the Covenant; information from 
the Synod of the Covenant and from the Administrative Commission for the Synod of the 
Covenant. 

o 2018 Session Record Review – The Clerk advised presbytery on the status of review of 2018 
session records (Appendix B). 

o Administrative Commission for the Xenia Churches – Members of this AC, approved 
in a special meeting on August 27, were oriented September 11 and their minutes are in the 
Consent Agenda. 

o Key dates – The Clerk mentioned key upcoming dates for finishing the annual statistics 
reports and 2019 minutes review and clerk’s training, and the dates for the 224th General 
Assembly. Larry thanked clerks of session and church staff and volunteers for their steadfast 
work in compiling these important archival documents.  

o Minister of the Word and Sacrament membership changes since last stated meeting: 
a. Gains: Gains: Daria Schaffnit (entered on the rolls as a minister member from 

another denomination (United Church of Christ) to serve Yellow Springs: First, Jan. 1, 
2020; Steven Schumm (entered on the rolls as a minister member from another 
denomination (Mennonite Church USA) to serve New Carlisle: Honey Creek, Jan. 1, 
2020. 

b. Losses: Glenn E. Thompson, HR (to the Lord’s loving care in death, Jan. 24, 2020); 
Harry (Hart) Edmonds, HR and Cheryl Edmonds, HR (by transfer to the 
Presbytery of New Hope, Jan. 7, 2020); Ruling Elder Michael Gabbard (by 
termination of his Commissioned Ruling Elder appointment at Collinsville: United 
effective December 31, 2019.  

c. In transition: Erin Kobs (by transfer from Minnesota Valleys); Anna Owens (by 
transfer from Mid-Kentucky). 

        Treasurer’s Report Summaries 
o Year-end Treasurer’s Report and Balance Sheet through December 2019 distributed. YTD 

Receipts for General: $337,560; YTD Disbursements for General: $337,983; Difference: 
($423). YTD Pass-Through Income and Expense: $185.652. Total Liabilities and Fund Balance: 
$1,529,452. 

o Year to Date Treasurer’s Report and Balance Sheet through January 2020 distributed. YTD 
Receipts for General: $41,958; YTD Disbursements for General: $26,325; Difference: $15,633. 
YTD Pass-Through Income and Expense: $22,149. Total Liabilities and Fund Balance: 
$1,523,584. 

 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, PART I – Ruling Elder Don Niece, chair  

Consent Agenda: The Consent Agenda below was presented. No items were requested to be 
pulled from the agenda, and by unanimous consent the following actions were approved:  
 
From the Stated Clerk: 
o Presbytery Meeting Minutes -- Approved the minutes of the stated meeting of November 

9, 2019 and the special meeting of December 19, 2019. 
o Minutes of the Administrative Commission for the Xenia Churches – Approved the 

minutes of the Administrative Commission for the Xenia Churches of November 3, 2019; 
November 14, 2019; December 16, 2019 and January 20, 2020 (Appendix C). 

o Minutes of the Administrative Commission to Install MWS Laura Nile as Associate 
Pastor at Dayton: Southminster Church, November 24, 2019 (Appendix D). 

 
From the Leadership Council and Presbytery Trustees: 
o Approval of Lord’s Supper at 2020 youth events: Granted the celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper at the 2020 Youth Retreat and during 2020 summer camp at Kirkmont Center as long 
as ministers of the Word and Sacrament preside at the table and ruling elders serve the 
elements. 
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EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER’S REPORT – Executive Presbyter Terry Kukuk noted the importance of the mission  

of the presbytery to “prepare, equip, nurture and connect” churches for God’s mission. She noted 
that the presbytery is not housed in a building on South Smithville, but in the people gathered here 
today and their work for Christ’s vision. She asked a variety of questions to show how churches are 
engaged in the presbytery’s work. The presbytery office hours have been reduced with the office 
closed on Fridays. The future for a presbytery office is being explored. The Facebook page has been 
updated. Terry also called attention to a new line item in the 2020 budget for minister of the Word 
and Sacrament financial support for the presbytery. The response to that so far has been good, with 
a matching grant helping to encourage support. 
  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
 
WORDS FROM THE 223RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY CO-MODERATOR, MINISTER OF THE WORD AND 

SACRAMENT CINDY KOHLMANN 
The Co-Moderator discussed the Hands and Feet initiative that occurred at the 223rd GA in St. 
Louis, which led to a major focus and downtown march to urge ending cash bail. Significant funds 
were raised to help secure release of people held for minor infractions and who could not afford to 
pay their bail. Plans are underway for an appropriate activity in Baltimore in June 2020 during the 
224th GA. The opening day of that assembly aligns with the Poor People’s Campaign event in 
Washington, DC, and efforts will be made to connect with the energy in DC.  Cindy also explained 
the symbolic significance of her stole and the Moderator’s cross. She ended by encouraging the 
presbytery to take seriously the Vision 2020 effort to ground our denomination more fully in the 
language describing our fundamental calling as the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) –that we are 
Prayerful, Courageous, United, Serving, and Alive! The Presbytery joined in expressing deep 
gratitude for our Co-Moderator joining us again, because she had served earlier (1999-2004) in this 
presbytery as pastor of the Carlisle: New Jersey church when it was part of our presbytery. 
 
The presbytery has arranged a variety of activities during Cindy’s stay, including a dinner with 
clergywomen last evening, post-lunch conversation today, a casual dessert gathering this evening 
at Dayton: Sugar Creek, and preaching at Dayton: College Hill Community Church tomorrow. 

 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, PART II – Ruling Elder Don Niece, chair 
   February Foundations Focus  
 Presbyters in small groups took time to explore the February 2020 Focus from the Foundations of  

Presbyterian Polity, which relates to Government by Presbyters. The conversation focused on ways  
for ruling elders to discern and guide congregations in their faithfulness to the will of God, and 
ministers of the Word and Sacrament equipping people for ministry and witness. 

 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE—Ruling Elder Greg Eyler, Committee member 

(legend: MWS= Minister of the Word and Sacrament; RE= Ruling Elder) 
The Committee nominated the following names to serve as members of Presbytery committees. 
Additional nominees from the floor were solicited, and none appearing, nominations were declared 
closed and, by voice vote, the presbytery elected the following people: 
o NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

Class of 2021 
MWS Frank Rupnik 

 
o REPRESENTATION AND DIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

Class of 2022, At-Large Member 
RE Pat Meadows (Dayton: Trinity)   

 
MODERATOR’S REPORT—Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders thanked members of the Administrative 
Commission for the Xenia Churches, which he appointed, for their efforts on the presbytery’s behalf to help 
the two Xenia churches join their ministries together. He also thanked the members recently appointed to 
the Administrative Commission for the Collinsville Church for beginning their journey with that church 
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that wishes to leave the denomination. The Moderator said he is looking forward to being a commissioner 
to the 224th General Assembly in Baltimore this summer, along with MWS Michael Isaacs and Young Adult 
Advisory Delegate Anne Paquette.  
 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, PART III – Ruling Elder Don Niece, chair  

For Information—Reports Offered on the Floor: 
o Report on the presbytery becoming a Matthew 25 Presbytery – MWS Cliff Haddox, a 

Leadership Council member, showed a video describing one of the presbytery’s Matthew 25 
churches in ministry. Dayton: Corinth’s Kids Club ministry, linking children from the church 
and the neighborhood, was highlighted. A meeting for churches interested in exploring 
becoming Matthew 25 churches is set for February 23. 

o Report on Representation and Diversity Committee – Committee member RE Diane 
Welborn described the committee structure and encouraged presbyters to watch for the 
rescheduling of a orientation event on what Representation means, featuring national staff 
member Molly Casteel.  

o Synod of the Covenant Update – One of our elected commissioners to the Synod, MWS 
Diane Ziegler, spoke about the summer health fair plans and a need for support from college 
students for that effort. She also spoke of needs for congregations to partner with Bosnia and 
host a pastor in the fall, and take part in a trip to Sarajevo.  

o Presbyterian Youth Connection – MWS Cliff Haddox showed a video promoting the 
Spring Youth Retreat in April.  

For Information—Other Written Reports: 
o Final accounting of each church’s 2019 payments for Presbytery Connectional 

Support, General Assembly Per Capita and Synod Per Capita – Appendix E contains 
the final accounting of each church’s 2019 payments for Presbytery Connectional Support, 
General Assembly Per Capita and Synod Per Capita.  

o Trustee/LC Discussions with Kirkmont Center, Inc. – Leadership Council approved 
expanding the authority of the team negotiating with Kirkmont to deal with the relationship of 
the presbytery and Kirkmont Center, Inc. as well as the Kirkmont-related mortgages and loans 
that remain on the presbytery’s books. (LC, Nov. 14, 2019) 

o Closure of presbytery office on Fridays – Leadership Council approved a proposal from 
the Staff Support Committee to close the presbytery offices on Fridays starting in January 
2020, except for the two Fridays before Saturday presbytery meetings. This is being done to 
align staffing with the presbytery’s current purpose and mission. (LC, Nov 14, 2019) 

o Appointment to Trustees – Leadership Council appointed Brian Sharp, a member of 
Dayton: Westminster, to serve as a non-voting member of the Presbytery Trustees under Sec. 
3.04(1) of the PMV Policy and Practice, to permit Brian to begin service immediately to support 
Trustees with his real estate expertise before Trustees next meet. (LC, Dec. 12, 2019). When 
Trustees met in January 2020, they confirmed this appointment. 

o Location of presbytery office – Leadership Council delegated authority to the Staff Support 
Committee to evaluate and explore relocating the presbytery office, and in doing so to maintain 
close communication with the presbytery Trustees to ensure consideration of the financial and 
facilities implications of any recommendations Staff Support may bring to Leadership Council 
for approval. (LC, Dec. 12, 2019) 

o Fulfill Our Calling Network – Materials were made available about this still relatively new 
Network that supports congregations in “calling all people to Christ.” Rev. David Fleming is the 
principal contact, at dfleminggg@gmail.com. 

o Overture Advocate Appointment for Overture 012 to the 224th General Assembly 
– At the request of the Committee on Ministry, Council approved Minister of the Word and 
Sacrament Ben Beres to serve as Overture Advocate for the Overture (now listed as OVT 012 
on pc-biz) that presbytery approved in November 2019. That Overture would amend the Book 
of Order to change the term “Honorably Retired” to “Retired.” Council also approved funds 
from available presbytery resources for MWS Beres’ expenses to attend and participate in the 
General Assembly in Baltimore, MD on the presbytery’s behalf. (LC, Jan. 9, 2020) 
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o Covenant Relationships – Leadership Council is beginning to explore what it means to be 
in covenant relationships with certain groups in the presbytery, a status currently reflected in 
the presbytery’s Policy and Practice but not carried out in practice. (LC, Jan. 9, 2020) 

o Network Support and Grants Committee 2020 Allocations to presbytery 
Networks – Leadership Council received information from the Network Support and Grants 
Committee on its 2020 allocations to presbytery Networks. (LC, Jan. 9, 2020) That report is in 
Appendix F.     

o Administrative Commission for the Synod of the Covenant – The presbytery staff 
provided materials relevant to the mandate of the Administrative Commission that is working 
under General Assembly authority to address disorder in the Synod. 

 
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY – Minister of the Word and Sacrament Kevin Murphy, 
committee member  

For Information: The committee has adopted a handbook and has continued to work with 
candidates for ministry, Certified Christian Educator, and Commissioned Ruling Elder status. RE 
Gidget Collins has been found to be satisfactorily prepared to receive a commission as a CRE 
pending identification of an appropriate ministry location (CPM, January 16, 2020).  

 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY – Ruling Elder Marge Morgan, chair  
For Action: The presbytery approved the following request No. 1 and deferred action on No. 2: 
 

1. Dayton: Memorial—Pending a congregational vote at the Dayton: Memorial Church on 
Sunday, February 9, to request the presbytery to assist in dissolving the church, the Committee 
on Ministry recommends that the presbytery:  

a. authorize the presbytery Moderator to appoint an Administrative Commission 
pursuant to G-3.0109b of the Book of Order and Sec. 5.05 of the Presbytery of the 
Miami Valley Policy and Practice, to take any necessary actions, in consultation with 
the session and congregation, to close and dissolve the church and, in collaboration 
with the presbytery trustees, appropriately care for and dispose of its property; and  

b. adopt the following specific authorities and responsibilities for the Administrative 
Commission to carry out its mandate:  
 
The Administrative Commission to assist the Dayton: Memorial Presbyterian Church 
(the “AC”), in consultation with the church’s session and congregation, shall: 
i. Arrange for all liabilities of the church to be paid in full; 

ii. Determine the care and distribution of the real property and contents of the 
church, with the authority to dispose of such property granted to the Trustees of 
the Presbytery of Miami Valley. The Administrative Commission shall determine 
the amount of reserve funds to be retained to offset anticipated presbytery 
expenses for the continued maintenance of the vacant building; 

iii. Determine the use of undesignated mission funds; 
iv. Arrange for ways to address the pastoral care of the congregation and transfer of 

membership upon dissolution of the congregation;  
v. Arrange for transfer of session and financial records to the presbytery; 

vi. Determine an appropriate schedule for the congregation’s last worship service and 
celebration; 

vii. Dissolve the congregation after the last worship service; 
viii. Prepare minutes of its proceedings and a final report upon completion of its actions 

that will be reported at stated meetings of the presbytery. 
c. Should additional authority not specified above be necessary to implement the AC’s 
mandate, the AC, in consultation with the congregation, may request the presbytery’s 
Leadership Council to approve and grant the AC additional or clarifying authority. The 
Leadership Council shall report on any such authority granted to the AC to the next stated 
presbytery meeting. 

 
2. Revised Policy and Practice language for transitional ministry—Following extensive 

discussion and questions on the floor, the Committee on Ministry asked that proposed changes in  
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the Committee on Ministry Policy and Practice be withdrawn from today’s action agenda and that 
this be considered a first reading (Appendix G). A revised version will be presented for floor 
approval at a future presbytery meeting, so presbyters are invited to share ideas and concerns with 
COM following today’s meeting. 

 
For Information: The Committee on Ministry, on motion, took the following actions on behalf of the 
presbytery (date of COM action listed after each item): 

o Authority of Committee Chair between November and January COM meetings—
Authorized the COM chair to take any necessary urgent actions, in consultation with the Executive 
Presbyter and Vice Chair, prior to the first COM meeting in January 2020, subject to the ratification 
of those actions by the COM at that first January meeting. (COM, Nov. 26, 2019) 

o Yellow Springs: First— 
o Approved the action of the session of the Yellow Springs: First Presbyterian Church to enter 

into a contract to provide part-time (18 hours per week) stated supply pastor services with 
Rev. Daria Schaffnit, a minister member of the United Church of Christ in good standing 
with the local judicatory SONKA, for the period from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 
2020, at the following terms, and appoint her moderator of the session following a period 
of training: Effective Salary $24,000, (including cash salary and housing allowance); no 
Board of Pensions dues or SECA; auto @ IRS rate $500; continuing education 
reimbursement $1,220; Vacation 4 weeks (including 4 Sundays); Continuing education 2 
weeks (including 2 Sundays). Terms comply with 2020 presbytery requirements; and 

o Authorized the Stated Clerk to add Rev. Schaffnit to the roll of temporary ministry 
members from other denominations.  (COM, Nov. 26, 2019 and Jan. 7, 2020) 

o New Carlisle: Honey Creek—  
o Approved the action of the session of the New Carlisle: Honey Creek Presbyterian Church 

to enter into a contract to provide part-time (18 hours per week) stated supply pastor 
services with Rev. Steven Schumm, a minister member of the Mennonite Church (USA) in 
good standing with his denomination, for the period from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 
2020, at the following terms, and appoint him moderator of the session: Effective Salary 
$25,272, including cash salary only; no Board of Pensions dues or SECA; travel @ IRS rate 
$1,000; medical supplement reimbursement $1,000; professional expense reimbursement 
$500; Rotary dues $680; continuing education reimbursement $1,220; Vacation 4 weeks 
(including 4 Sundays); Continuing education 2 weeks (including 2 Sundays). Terms comply 
with 2020 presbytery requirements; and 

o Authorized the Stated Clerk to add Rev. Schumm to the roll of temporary ministry 
members from other denominations.  (COM, Nov. 26, 2019) 

o MWS Laura Nile-- On motion,  
o Ratified the designation of the following substitute member to serve as a member of the 

Administrative Commission for the Installation of MWS Laura Nile that occurred on 
Sunday, November 24, 2019: RE Ron Kuker (Dayton: Southminster) instead of RE Mark 
Ferguson (Dayton: Southminster); and  

o Elected MWS Rachel VanKirk Mathews, associate pastor of the Maxwell Street 
Presbyterian Church, Lexington, KY and a minister member of Transylvania Presbytery, as 
a corresponding member of the AC.  (COM, Nov. 26, 2019) 

o Dayton: Westminster—If the way be clear, authorized the Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee to request that the session call a congregational meeting for the purpose of electing a 
candidate chosen by the APNC and approved by a COM subgroup, to be elected to serve as associate 
pastor and to  agree to the terms of call.  (COM, Nov. 26, 2019) 

o Xenia: Westminster and Xenia: Memorial United—Pending favorable congregational votes 
in each church on Sunday, December 8 to approve a merger and Plan of Union, expressed support 
for the Administrative Commission requesting the presbytery Moderator to call a special meeting 
of presbytery to concur in the Plan of Union and approve Implementing and Empowering Authority 
for the AC.  (COM, Nov. 26, 2019) 

o Pulpit Supply List—Following subcommittee review, took note of the following changes to the 
PMV pulpit supply list: Removed Rev. Steve Schumm, MWS Kevin Lawler, and MWS Trent Holden.  
(COM, Nov. 26, 2019) 

o Ratification of Committee Chair actions between November and January COM 
meetings—Ratified the following urgent actions, done in consultation with the Executive 
Presbyter and Vice Chair: 
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a. Nancy Hodgkins:  Approved Rev. Hodgkins laboring outside the bounds to preside 
at two baptisms, one in First Presbyterian Church in Boonville, NY, anticipated on Dec. 
29, and the second in Memphis, TN on a date to be determined, to baptize the child of 
MWS Kori Phillips, who was ordained in this presbytery. 

b. Moderators of Session: Ratified the COM chair’s appointment of the following to 
serve as moderators of sessions:   

i. MWS Linda Niece at Fairborn: First, effective December 1, 2019, and ending 
January 12, 2020; 

ii. RE Sue Seiler at Collinsville: United, effective January 1, 2020; 
iii. MWS Angie Schenck at Dayton: Memorial, effective January 1, 2020. 
iv. MWS Kevin Murphy at Xenia: Westminster, effective upon the departure of 

MWS Melissa Tidwell as pastor. (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 
o Xenia: Westminster—Approved the decision of the session to extend the contract of Minister of 

the Word and Sacrament Melissa Tidwell as temporary pastor through the first quarter of 2020, at 
the same terms as applied to the designated pastor contract that expired on November 21, 2019. 
This extension was done at the suggestion of the Administrative Commission for the Xenia 
Churches, knowing that the merger process for the Xenia churches might take some additional 
time. (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Farmersville: Slifers--Approved the part-time (29 hours per week) Stated Supply appointment 
of Minister of the Word and Sacrament Angela Schenck, effective January 1, 2020 through 
December 31, 2020, at the following terms, and appointed her moderator of the session: Total 
Effective Salary (including housing and medical supplement reimbursement) – $45,836; Board of 
Pensions dues for pension, death and disability; Travel reimbursement (including Auto at IRS rate) 
-- $1,200; Continuing Education reimbursement – $1,220; Professional Expense reimbursement - 
$500;   Vacation—6 weeks, including 6 Sundays; Continuing Education Time—2 weeks, including 
2 Sundays. These terms meet 2020 presbytery requirements.  (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Dayton: Trinity—Approved an extension of the existing agreement of the Trinity session with 
Rev. Joe Whitt for temporary supply pastor responsibilities from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 
2020, at the following terms: $200 per Sunday for worship leadership (preaching and 
administering the Sacraments); pastoral care visitation $27/hour; other services $27/hour; 
mileage reimbursement at IRS rates.  (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Dayton: Sugar Creek: Approved the contract terms for the Transitional Pastor position at the 
Dayton: Sugar Creek Church for Minister of the Word and Sacrament Amy Duiker, for the period 
January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020, at full-time through the program year and part-time (32 
hours per week) during the months of June, July and August, for a total of 19 full-time pay periods 
and 7 part-time pay periods (to be paid on a level payment of total compensation divided by the 26 
weekly pay periods of the 2020 salary schedule), and appointed her moderator of the session: 
Effective Salary (including housing allowance) $54,995; full Board of Pensions dues; Continuing 
Education expenses $1,500; Professional Expenses including auto @ IRS rates $3,000; Vacation 4 
weeks including 4 Sundays; Continuing Education 2 weeks including 2 Sundays. These terms 
comply with 2020 compensation guidelines.  (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Dayton: Corinth--Approved the full-time Stated Supply appointment of Minister of the Word 
and Sacrament Herbert Miller, effective January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020, at the 
following terms, and appointed him moderator of the session: Total Effective Salary (including 
housing allowance) – $66,000; full Board of Pension dues; SECA (up to 50%) – $4,807; Travel 
reimbursement (including Auto at IRS rate) -- $300; Continuing Education reimbursement – 
$1,220; Professional Expense reimbursement - $2,000;   Vacation—4 weeks, including 4 Sundays; 
Continuing Education Time—2 weeks, including 2 Sundays, cumulative up to 6 weeks.  These terms 
meet 2020 presbytery requirements. (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Bellbrook -- Approved the full-time Stated Supply appointment of Minister of the Word and 
Sacrament Diane Ziegler, effective January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020, at the following 
terms, and appointed her moderator of the session: Total Effective Salary (including housing 
allowance) – $63,005; no Board of Pensions dues; Travel reimbursement (including Auto at IRS 
rate) -- $250; Continuing Education reimbursement – $1,220;  Vacation—4 weeks, including 4 
Sundays; Continuing Education Time—2 weeks, including 2 Sundays, cumulative up to 6 weeks.  
These terms meet 2020 presbytery requirements. (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Dayton: Bath—Approved the part-time (19 hours per week) Stated Supply appointment of 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament Emily Haddox, effective January 1, 2020 through December 
31, 2020, at the following terms, and appointed her moderator of the session: Total Effective Salary 
(including cash salary, medical supplement reimbursement, and deferred income) – $41,394.00; 
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no Board of Pensions dues; Professional expense reimbursement $500; Continuing Education 
reimbursement – $1,220; Travel reimbursement (including auto @ IRS rate) – $1,000; Vacation—
4 weeks, including 4 Sundays; Continuing Education Time—2 weeks, including 2 Sundays. These 
terms meet 2020 presbytery requirements.  (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Fairborn: First -- Approved the part-time (variable hours per week) Temporary Supply Pastor 
appointment of Minister of the Word and Sacrament Kathleen Burslem, effective January 12, 2020 
through April 12, 2020, at the following terms, and appointed her moderator of the session: 
Worship leadership, including preaching and administering sacraments $175 per occasion; 
moderate session $100 per meeting; pastoral care visitation $26/hour; not available for funerals. 
All other services as requested $26/hour. Mileage reimbursement at IRS rates. These terms meet 
2020 presbytery requirements.  (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o Hamilton: Westwood—Approved the part-time (20 hours per week) Stated Supply appointment 
of Minister of the Word and Sacrament Norman Godfrey, effective January 1, 2020 through 
December 31, 2020, at the  following terms, and appointed him moderator of the session: 
Effective Salary (including cash salary, housing, and medical supplemental) – $30,467; Board of 
Pension dues for pension, death and disability; Travel reimbursement (including Auto at IRS rate) 
-- $1,500; Continuing Education reimbursement $1,220; Professional expense reimbursement 
$1,000; Vacation—4 weeks, including 4 Sundays; Continuing Education Time—2 weeks, including 
2 Sundays. These terms meet 2020 presbytery requirements.  (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o First reading of revised Policy and Practice language for transitional ministry—COM 
had a first reading of proposed Policy and Practice language regarding new approaches to 
transitional ministry and succession to installed ministry. COM members were invited to review 
the language and submit questions and comments, so the new language can be approved on Jan. 
28. (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o RE Gidget Collins—If the way be clear after a joint CPM-COM team examination on Jan. 9, and 
CPM review and certification on Jan. 16 of RE  Gidget Collins as prepared to receive a CRE 
commission placement, authorized the COM chair to notify selected churches without current 
pastoral leadership about Elder Collins’s potential availability. (COM, Jan. 7, 2020) 

o MWS Hart Edmonds, HR and MWS Cheryl Edmonds, HR—Authorized the Stated Clerk to 
dismiss MWS Harry (Hart) Edmonds and MWS Cheryl Edmonds to the Presbytery of New Hope, 
Raleigh, NC, at that presbytery’s request, effective January 7, 2020. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o Wilmington–Approved the part-time Stated Supply appointment at the Presbyterian Church of 
Wilmington for Minister of the Word and Sacrament Robert Wade for the period January 5, 2020 
to April 12, 2020, at the following terms, and appointed him moderator of the session: Worship 
leadership, including preaching and administering the sacraments, $100 plus mileage per service; 
Funeral service $100; moderate session $50; pastoral care visitation $26/hr.; all other services as 
requested $26/hr.; mileage reimbursement at IRS rate.  (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o MWS Anna Owens— 
o Authorized the Stated Clerk to request the transfer of MWS Anna Owens from the 

Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky, if the way be clear:  
 following a congregational vote on Sunday, February 2 at Dayton: Westminster to 

call her as associate pastor, and  
 upon successful completion of a background check overseen by the presbytery, and  
 following signing of the call papers; and 

o Assuming a call is finally approved and Rev. Owens begins work expeditiously, authorized 
MWS Anna Owens to labor within the bounds of this presbytery until such time as the 
paperwork for her transfer from her current presbytery is completed.  (COM, Jan. 28, 
2020) 

o Approval of revised Policy and Practice language for transitional ministry—Following 
the first reading of proposed revised language regarding new approaches to transitional ministry 
and succession to installed ministry at the Jan. 7 COM meeting, and following further discussion 
today, approved the draft language distributed with the materials for this meeting and requested 
that presbytery approve the policy and practice change at the February 8 stated meeting (Motion 2 
above). (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o Belle Center: United—Approved the Belle Center: United mission study with comment, and 
authorized the church’s session to call a congregational meeting for the purpose of electing a Pastor 
Nominating Committee. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o Springfield: Covenant—Approved the Springfield: Covenant MIF with comments, and 
authorized its placement with appropriate changes on the CLC platform. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 
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o Dayton: Memorial—Pending a congregational vote at the Dayton: Memorial Church on February 
9 to request the presbytery to assist in dissolving the church, the Committee on Ministry 
recommends that the presbytery approve the request now included as Motion 1 in the COM Action 
Items above for today’s meeting, to appoint an Administrative Commission for the Dayton: 
Memorial Church. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o RE Gidget Collins—The COM: 
o Recognized that the Committee on Preparation for Ministry as of January 16, 2020, has 

reviewed the statements of faith, call, and motive for RE Gidget Collins, and has found her 
to be satisfactorily prepared to receive a commission as a Commissioned Ruling Elder; 

o Noted that the COM chair has taken and will continue to take steps to approach churches 
who might be willing to enter a contract with a CRE with her qualifications;   

o Affirmed that following agreement on a suitable commission, RE Collins will be examined 
on the floor of presbytery on her three statements and the fitness of the commission, and 
following approval a commissioning service will take place.  (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o Validated Ministries—Approved on behalf of the presbytery for 2020 the validated ministry 
beyond the jurisdiction of the church, in accordance with G-2.0503a, for the following, and 
authorized this minister of the Word and Sacrament to celebrate the Lord’s Supper pursuant to Sec. 
106(11) of the COM Policy and Practice:  MWS Solomon Avotri, Professor of Biblical 
Studies, Payne Theological Seminary. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) As part of the motion authorized 
members of the Pastoral Care Subcommittee to serve home communion to MWS Avotri, should he 
request it. 

o Notice of Approval of Validated Ministries by other Presbyteries within whose 
bounds our members labor (G-3.0306): The Stated Clerk reported receiving notice from his 
counterpart in Scioto Valley Presbytery that that presbytery’s Commission for Church 
Professionals has approved the validated ministry report of MWS Kathleen Burslem.  This 
completed action on MWS Burslem’s report.  (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o Members-at-Large—Approved on behalf of the presbytery for 2020 the status of member-at-
large, in accordance with G-2.0503b, for the following: MWS David Hernandez (Nov. 26, 2019, 
pending receipt of paperwork which was later received) 

o Moderators of Sessions--Approved the following to serve as moderators or co-moderators of 
sessions:  

o  Collinsville—Authorized the COM chair to appoint a moderator for the period of 
appointed moderator RE Sue Seiler’s absence, from Feb. 6 to March 17, 2020, to ensure 
moderator coverage during negotiations with the AC for Departing Churches. (COM, Jan. 
28, 2020) 

o Pulpit Supply List—Following subcommittee review, took note of the following changes to the 
PMV pulpit supply list: Added MWS Erin Kobs and Ruling Elder Irwin Roberts (COM, Jan. 28, 
2020). 

o AC for Collinsville departure—The presbytery Moderator has appointed the following as 
members of the Administrative Commission for Departing Churches to assist in implementing 
Collinsville: United’s request for dismissal: MWS Brian Maguire (chair); MWS Norman Godfrey; 
MWS Arbuth Conn; RE Nancy Peterson (Middletown: First); RE Marj Lawson (Dayton: 
Southminster). The AC orientation will occur January 30, 2020. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

o MWS Erin Kobs—Following a favorable report approved tonight on the interview with MWS Erin 
Kobs, the Stated Clerk agreed to proceed to implement her transfer from Minnesota Valleys 
Presbytery and her placement on the member-at-large roll of our presbytery, under authority he 
was granted at the October 29, 2019 COM meeting, following clarification of her leadership 
involvement at the United Church of Christ congregation she now attends. (COM, Jan. 28, 2020) 

 
Hearing God’s Word Proclaimed  

 
MUSIC                                          Covenant Handbell Ringers 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                            
 
SCRIPTURE                           Jeremiah 29:1-14 
     
SERMON                      Minister of the Word and Sacrament Cindy Kohlmann, 
    Co-Moderator, 223rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
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HYMN OF PREPARATION                   “Shine, Jesus, Shine”   
 
CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

     Minister of the Word and Sacrament Herbie Miller, Presiding 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We Respond to God’s Generous Gift 
 
CLOSING HYMN             “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”        
 
TABLE BLESSING FOR LUNCH, WHICH WE SHARE AS A COVENANT COMMUNITY  
 
ADJOURNMENT WITH CLOSING PRAYER 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Moderator Bruce Saunders at 12:09 p.m.   

The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 
2020, at 3:00 p.m., at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 3211 Lakeview Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45417, at 
which Presbytery officers for 2020-2021 will be elected and installed. 

 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Ruling Elder Larry Hollar, Stated Clerk 
 
APPENDICES: 

A. Memorial for Minister of the Word and Sacrament Glenn E. Thompson, HR 
B. 2018 Session Records Review Final Report 
C. Minutes of the Administrative Commission for the Xenia Churches 
D. Minutes of the Administrative Commission to Install MWS Laura Nile as Associate Pastor at 

Dayton: Southminster Church, November 24, 2019 
E. Final accounting of each church’s 2019 payments for Presbytery Connectional Support, 

General Assembly Per Capita and Synod Per Capita 
F. Network Support and Grants Committee 2020 Allocations to presbytery Networks 
G. Proposed Changes to COM Policy and Practice related to Transitional Ministry—First reading 
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
May 12, 2020 

Consent Agenda 

 

MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION  
FOR THE XENIA CHURCHES  

 
Meeting of January 27, 2020 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Xenia Churches 
(AC) met via telephone conference call commencing at 7:30 PM. Members participating 
were Chair RE Rob Storm, Clerk RE Dave Weaver, MWS Merritt Worthen, MWS Emily 
Haddox and MWS Todd Allen.  

Merritt opened the meeting with prayer. 

It was noted that the minutes of the January 20, 2020 meeting, which were emailed to 
AC members on January 24, were previously approved by email by the members present 
at that meeting (with one minor edit suggested by the Chair). 

Rob and Todd then summarized the January 22 Sessions (Memorial and WPCX) meeting 
which they attended to discuss engaging one of the two law firms that submitted proposals 
in response to a request for proposals (RFP). Rob noted that the RFP was sent to five 
Xenia and Dayton law firms by the AC, in consultation with MWS Kevin Murphy and 
MWS Melissa Tidwell. Rob also reported that the Sessions agreed to establish a work 
group including the Clerks and Treasurers of both congregations to work with Pastor 
Kevin and the AC to provide supervision, assistance and support for the law firm selected 
to do the legal work needed to implement the Plan of Union. 

Rob also reported that the Presbytery Trustees has identified Mr. Brian Sharp to serve as 
its representative to assist with the sale of the WPCX real estate and other matters 
important to the Trustees-AC collaboration. 

An extended discussion of the foregoing matters followed, at the conclusion of which the 
following matters were agreed upon:  

1)  Rob will contact both law firms who submitted proposals in response to the AC’s 
RFP and will let them know that discussions of their proposals are progressing and 
that we will be in touch soon after Kevin returns from study leave on February 3. 

2) Dave will call RE Larry Hollar to arrange a meeting\conference call to clarify 
Mr. Sharp’s role and authority to act for the Presbytery Trustees regarding the sale 
of the WPCX property and to seek advice regarding the current understanding of 
the PCUSA and the Presbytery regarding the Church’s ownership interest in the 
WPCX property so that information can be clearly communicated to the Sessions 
of Memorial and WPCX. 
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3) The AC will meet for breakfast at 8:00 AM on Saturday February 1 (place to be 
determined) to discuss how the AC can be most helpful and constructive in the 
integration of the Memorial and WPCX sessions and congregations. Consideration 
will also be given to recommending another Sessions Retreat day. Clerk’s Note: 
This meeting was later cancelled and will be rescheduled in the future. 

Rob thanked those on the call for their participation and Emily closed the meeting with 
prayer at 8:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David A. Weaver, Clerk  

 

Meeting of February 8, 2020 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Xenia Churches 
(AC) met at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Springfield, OH at 12:30 PM. Members 
participating were Chair RE Rob Storm, Clerk RE Dave Weaver, MWS Merritt Worthen, 
MWS Emily Haddox and MWS Todd Allen. Also in attendance at the invitation of the 
Chair was MWS Kevin Murphy. 

Todd opened the meeting with prayer. 

The minutes of the January 27, 2020 meeting, which were emailed to AC members on 
January 28, 2020, were approved as written. 

Kevin provided a brief update which included the following points of interest:  

1. Concurrent congregational meetings of WPCX and Memorial were held on 
February 2, 2020. A large majority of both congregations voted to name the new 
church “Xenia United Presbyterian Church” (XUPC).  Also, initial bylaws for XUPC 
were approved by both congregations.  

2. A meeting has been scheduled for Monday, February 10, 2020 with the Coolidge 
Wall law firm to finalize a fee arrangement for that firm to provide legal services 
needed to implement the Plan of Union. Kevin has asked Rob and the 
implementation work group to participate in that discussion. 

3. Sunday worship attendance and participation from both congregations has been 
good to date. Plans are being made for a brief stewardship campaign and for 
Wednesday evening services and dinners during Lent. 

4. Finally, Kevin reported that the WPCX congregation gave MWS Melissa Tidwell 
a “great send off.” 

Dave then reported on the February 5, 2020 meeting Todd, Rob (by telephone) and he 
had with Stated Clerk of the Presbytery RE Larry Hollar and representatives of the 
Presbytery Trustees, the Trustees chair MWS Andy Gerhart, and Mr. Brian Sharp.  
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Merritt asked the AC to think and pray about how the AC can be most helpful and 
constructive in the integration of the Memorial and WPCX sessions and congregations, 
beyond the legal and real estate aspects of the union. She repeated the suggestion made 
at an earlier meeting that consideration be given to having a second retreat with the 
Sessions. 

At the conclusion of these reports and discussions the following matters were agreed 
upon:  

1)  Rob will attend the February 10, 2020 meeting with the attorney, Kevin and the 
implementation work group. 

2) Kevin has agreed to provide Brian Sharp with a key to the WPCX building and 
otherwise assist him as needed so that Mr. Sharp and a realtor/appraiser colleague 
of his can make a preliminary inspection the property. This will be done at no cost 
to the church and will enable Mr. Sharp to recommend next steps to the AC, Kevin 
and the implementation work group regarding the disposition of the property. 

3) Merritt will work with Kevin, if requested, to fill the XUPC pulpit on March 29, 
2020 and Emily, Todd and she will also assist Kevin, if requested, with XUPC’s 
Wednesday evening Lenten services. 

4) The AC will meet Sunday evening February 9, 2020 at 5:00 PM (place to be 
determined) to continue the discussion on how best to use its collective talents to 
assist the Xenia churches implement their Plan of Union. In this regard 
consideration will be given to preparing a task list and timeline for completing the 
work of the AC.                                                                         

Rob thanked everyone for their attendance and participation after which Merritt closed 
the meeting with prayer at 1:30 PM.                                                                              

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                       

David A. Weaver, Clerk    

 

Meeting of February 9, 2020 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Xenia Churches 
(AC) met by telephone conference call at 5:00 PM. Members participating were Chair RE 
Rob Storm, Clerk RE Dave Weaver, MWS Merritt Worthen, MWS Emily Haddox and 
MWS Todd Allen.  

Emily opened the meeting with prayer. 

The minutes of the February 8, 2020 meeting, which were emailed to AC members on 
February 9, 2020, were approved as written. 

Rob noted that the meeting had been called to continue the discussion commenced at 
yesterday’s meeting (February 8, 2020) about how the AC can best use its collective 
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talents to assist and support the Xenia churches implement their Plan of Union 
(including, but not limited to, the legal and real estate aspects of the transaction).  

Each member of the AC was given the opportunity to express her\his own thoughts and 
concerns about the work that has been done to date and the work that lies ahead for the 
Xenia Churches, Pastor Kevin and the AC. At the conclusion of that discussion, the 
following matters were agreed upon:  

1)  Rob will attend the February 10, 2020 meeting with the attorney, Kevin and the 
implementation work group. 

2) Todd will call Kevin tomorrow and let him know that Merritt is available to lead 
worship on March 29, 2020 if he would like for her to do so. Todd will also let 
Kevin know that Merritt, Emily and he are willing to participate in one or more of 
XUPC’s Wednesday evening Lenten services. Todd will also indicate to Kevin that 
one or more members of the AC are willing to attend future Session meetings if the 
ACs presence will be viewed positively by members of the Sessions. Todd will also 
mention to Kevin the AC’s concern about the appearances of requesting members 
of WPCX to write their offering checks to Memorial.  

3) The AC will suggest to Kevin a Session Retreat after Easter to give XUPC officers 
an opportunity to let us know how they are feeling regarding the implementation 
of the Plan of Union and their lives together as a new congregation.  

4) The AC will think further about some type of occasion in the future “to bless the 
space” where XUPC will be engaging in worship, ministry and mission. 

5) To more efficiently use the time and talents of the AC it was agreed that, at least 
for now, Todd, Emily and Merritt will focus on ecclesiastical matters at XUPC and 
developing positive relationships and trust between former members of WPCX and 
Memorial as they strive to become the “XUPC at work.”  Merritt also will take 
responsibility for working with the sessions and realtors on real estate matters 
(including, but not limited to the sale or other disposition of WPCX real estate but 
excluding the negotiation or review of contracts and other incidental legal work 
which will need to be done by Transaction Counsel). Rob and Dave will focus on 
working with the Transaction Counsel, Kevin and the implementation working 
group.   

6) The AC will continue to meet, in person or by telephone, on Monday evenings 
(not February 11, 2020) unless cancelled by the Chair and will endeavor to keep all 
members of the AC and Kevin informed of all significant issues or concerns. 

After Rob thanked the members of the AC for their willingness to meet two days in a row, 
the meeting concluded at 5:45 PM with prayer offered by Merritt.                                                                    

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                             

David A. Weaver, Clerk 
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Meeting of March 31, 2020 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Xenia Churches 
(AC) met by telephone conference call at 4:30 PM. Members participating were Clerk RE 
Dave Weaver, MWS Merritt Worthen, MWS Emily Haddox and MWS Todd Allen. At the 
request of Chair RE Rob Storm, who was not able to participate, Dave and Merritt 
convened and co-chaired the meeting. 

Todd opened the meeting with prayer. 

Dave noted that the minutes of the February 9, 2020 meeting, which were emailed to AC 
members on February 11, 2020 (original) and March 19, 2020 (revised), have been 
previously approved, as revised, by emails from those present at the meeting. 

Dave next stated this meeting had been called to update AC members with respect to real 
estate actions taken since our last meeting (February 9) and to determine how the AC 
should respond to the invitation from MWS Kevin Murphy to attend an April 1 WPCX 
Session virtual (Zoom) meeting which has been called to discuss the disposition of WPCX 
property. 

Merritt reported that working with Brian Sharp, the designated representative of the 
Presbytery Trustees, she has been able to have two realtors examine the WPCX property 
and provide written estimates of value to Kevin. She also reported that Kevin and she have 
received a letter of intent to purchase the WPCX church property. A discussion of these 
matters ensued, at the conclusion of which the following actions were approved by the 
members present:  

1)  Dave will contact the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, RE Larry Hollar and 
request clarification as to the authority and responsibility of the AC, The 
Presbytery Trustees and the Sessions of WPCX and XUPC with respect to the 
disposition of WPCX property so that the AC can act in accordance with the 
Presbytery’s December 19, 2019 Resolution (Appendix B) and so that this 
information can be consistently shared with all appropriate stakeholders. 

2) All members of the AC who can do so will join the April 1 WPCX Session’s virtual 
meeting at 12:30 PM. 

3) The AC will next meet by telephone conference call at 4:30 PM on April 1, 2020 
to review the WPCX Session meeting and decide what follow up action(s) it should 
take, if any, to support and facilitate the WPCX Session’s efforts to dispose of the 
WPCX property and to obtain needed clarification from the Presbytery regarding 
the ACs role and responsibilities in regard to the disposition of WPCX property. 

The meeting concluded with prayer offered by Todd.                                                                              

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                       

David A. Weaver, Clerk  
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Meeting of April 1, 2020 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Xenia Churches 
(AC) met by telephone conference call at 4:30 PM. Members participating were Clerk RE 
Dave Weaver, MWS Merritt Worthen, MWS Emily Haddox and MWS Todd Allen.  

Dave began the meeting by stating that he had spoken this morning with the Stated Clerk 
of the Presbytery, RE Larry Hollar, to request clarification as to the authority and 
responsibility of the AC, The Presbytery Trustees and the Sessions of WPCX and XUPC 
with respect to the disposition of WPCX property. Larry has agreed to provide the AC 
further guidance regarding these matters.  

Dave then indicated that he had informed Larry this morning that he would be resigning 
from the AC at the conclusion of today’s meeting. He then read the resignation letter that 
he had sent to Larry earlier this afternoon. [Clerk’s note: a copy of Dave’s resignation 
letter was subsequently sent to all members of the AC and to MWS Kevin Murphy]. Each 
member of the AC present thanked Dave for his service and asked him to stay on the 
conference call and continue as Clerk through the end of the meeting. 

Todd then noted that Rob had also announced last night (March 31), by email to all 
members, that he has resigned as Chair but is willing to continue as a member of the AC. 

A discussion of these leadership matters ensued among Todd, Emily and Merritt, at the 
conclusion of which it was agreed that unless otherwise directed by the Presbytery Todd 
will serve as Acting Chair and that Emily will serve as Acting Clerk until Dave’s position 
on the AC is filled. 

Finally, the WPCX Session meeting was discussed at some length. All expressed 
satisfaction that Kevin and the Session reached a clear consensus on the specific purchase 
proposal and were able set up a work group to identify interests and options for having 
further conversations with the representative of the proposed purchaser and others who 
may have an interest in acquiring the WPCX property. Merritt was thanked for her 
willingness to participate in this on-going effort.  

Todd suggested that future AC meeting be conducted to the extent possible by Skype or 
Zoom and said he would talk with Rob about scheduling future meetings when he could 
most likely be able to participate. 

There being no further business, Todd concluded the meeting with prayer.                                                    

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                             

David A. Weaver, Clerk  

 

Meeting of April 27, 2020 

 

Chair Todd Allen called the AC for the Xenia Churches to order at 7:02 pm. Present 
were: MWS Emily Haddox, RE Rob Storm, MWS Todd Allen, RE Jay Peterson, MWS 
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Merritt Worthen, Mr. Brian Sharp. Rob opened in prayer. Jay was welcomed for his first 
meeting with us, as he replaces RE David Weaver. 
 
The AC discussed the details of the counter proposal for disposition of the Westminster 
church property, and developed a variety of suggestions for the Super Session of the two 
churches.  
 

The AC will extend an invitation to meet with Pastor Kevin Murphy to be a support and 
resource to him for pastoral care in the life of the new church together.   
 

A meeting will be arranged with Stated Clerk Larry Hollar to discuss the timeline of 
remaining duties of the AC, including details of the votes needed for sale of the property. 
 

A motion was approved that the AC will ask each Session separately to approve the merger 
documents prepared by the lawyers to comply with Ohio law.  
 

Meeting closed with prayer by Merritt at 7:51 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted, Emily Haddox, Acting Clerk 
 
 

 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
May 12, 2020 

Consent Agenda 
 

MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION  
FOR DAYTON: MEMORIAL CHURCH  

 
Meeting of April 14, 2020 

 
The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Memorial 
Presbyterian Church of Dayton (AC) met via Zoom meeting on April 14, 2020. Members 
in attendance are MWS Amy Duiker, chair; MWS Ed McNulty; RE Cindi Cook; RE Charles 
Chamberlain; RE Gordon Neumann, clerk.  The meeting commenced at 5:32pm with 
prayer by Amy Duiker. 
 
*Motion to have Gordon Neumann to be the new Statutory Agent for the 
Corporation of Memorial Presbyterian Church until such time as either the 
entity is dissolved or consumed by the Presbytery of the Miami Valley was 
passed. 
If officer names need to change, then can change it with the state with people from this 
commission.  
 
It is not official that the bank account has settled. The balance currently is $1,938. It is 
unsure if the final checks that have been written have cleared.  The quarterly insurance 
has not been paid for the next quarter: $2,202.25. We basically have no more money with 
this outstanding bill.  
 
Renewal of the natural gas contract has been taken care of by Presbytery. Further 
discussion will be needed with Presbytery as all of the utilities will be transferred to 
Presbytery as they are the sole users of the building.   
 
Need to dispose of the copier as the church owns the coper. May have a final monthly 
payment for maintenance coverage. The contract is being cancelled.  
 
An exterminator came and due to Covid-19 they are offering free application so Presbytery 
will pick this up going forward.  
 
Collection notice of $3,223.04 received from Ohio Department of Taxation account. 
Principal of $2,000; difference are fees and interest. Terry Kukuk is looking into whether 
it is legitimate.  
 
Martha Keil has assumed the responsibility to further pay bills. It will likely be that 
Presbytery will assist in covering any bills that might arise.  
 
Question was raised if there are no other funds at all. The thinking from Memorial is that 
the checking account is all that remains regarding available funds. Further conversations 
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will occur with the church staff and Treasurer to confirm what other funds may be 
available. In addition, there could still be funds coming in of which we are not aware.  
 
Tom Oxley of the presbytery staff is picking up Memorial’s mail and anything that 
pertains to Memorial is being forwarding to the AC. 
 
Presbytery, COM and Leadership Council are revisiting the issue of the AC taking original 
jurisdiction for the session duties, such that this would be additional grace if we picked 
this up. It would bring relief to current session members of Dayton: Memorial. While this 
might seem like more work for the AC, since we are currently working for more 
information it will likely not be any more work. The AC is sensitive to the fact that taking 
original jurisdiction may upset Memorial’s current session members, but the current 
sense is that it would not upset anyone.  
 
Question was raised regarding Presbytery’s emerging plans to use the Memorial church 
building with other groups engaged in disaster relief. More discussions on that are on 
hold due to the Covid-19 quarantine.  
 
When we do meet we will need to do an inventory of what is still in the church building. 
If we assume original jurisdiction, there will likely be remaining members that would be 
able to help with awareness of what is there.  
 
Back to the ToDo list that Gordon put together, it has grown since the original email. The 
church minutes are awaiting signature of the clerk and the other records are in a fireproof 
safe and Tom Oxley has the key. 
 
When can we meet again with someone from Presbytery? Monday or Wednesday at 7pm.  
Motion to adjourn passed and meeting ended with prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gordon Neumann, Clerk 
 
 

Meeting of April 22, 2020 
 

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission for Memorial 
Presbyterian Church of Dayton (AC) met via Zoom meeting on April 22, 2020. Members 
in attendance are MWS Amy Duiker, chair; RE Cindi Cook; RE Charles Chamberlain; RE 
Gordon Neumann, clerk. MWS Ed McNulty was unable to attend. Executive Presbyter 
Terry Kukuk joined us.  Meeting commenced at 7:05 pm with prayer by Amy Duiker 
 
*Motion to approve minutes of April 14, 2020 approved. 
 
Collection notice of $3,223.04 from Department of Taxation account has been confirmed 
as legitimate. Stated Clerk Larry Hollar will have further conversations with state 
collections officials, and Cindi called and left a voice mail with the collection agency. We 
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can dispute it but it must be done by May 7, 2020. That way we will be able to receive 
information.  
 
Presbytery Leadership Council on April 9 voted “to authorize the Administrative 
Commission for Dayton: Memorial to take original jurisdiction of the Memorial session 
to expedite the church’s closing, if that AC decides to request this authority.”  
 
*Motion to request of Presbytery that we take original jurisdiction for Dayton 
Memorial session was passed. Thus as of this moment the AC has original 
jurisdiction. 
 
Any subsequent bills will be paid out of Presbytery funds.  
 
Regarding offloading some of the parcels of land that Dayton Memorial has--like the 
parking lot on the other side of Argella and/or the parking lot access to Fauver Ave.--we 
should start with Brian Sharp who is our contact for real estate. Charles will contact Brian 
to gain some insight on these two parcels of land. 
 
We, as acting session of Dayton Memorial gave Presbytery the okay to change locks 
anytime.  Thus Amy will contact Dayton Memorial session regarding the date of changing 
locks and will inquire if anyone from Dayton Memorial would like items from the church 
for themselves by May 1, 2020. It will be necessary to work with Presbytery office for 
access into the facility.  Afterwards it would be up to this AC to address left over items.  
 
It is our understanding that the sewing group that used to use the churches facilities has 
items in two rooms. 
 
Terry will give a heads-up to the Presbytery trustees regarding our thinking of offloading 
the two parcels of land. 
 
Tentative next meeting is May 6 at 7:05pm.  Meeting adjourned at 8:26 with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Gordon Neumann, Clerk 
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
May 12, 2020 

Consent Agenda 

 
MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION  
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW PARIS 

 
Meeting of April 1, 2020 

 
The Presbytery of the Miami Valley’s Administrative Commission (AC) for the New Paris 
Church met for orientation via Zoom beginning at 4:00 pm. Members participating were 
RE Jennifer Gray (Farmersville: Slifers), RE Kathy McCreary (Eaton: First), MWS 
Lawrence Bartel, MWS Jocelyn Sheldon and RE Linda Taggart (New Paris). Presbytery 
staff joining the meeting were Stated Clerk, RE Larry Hollar; Executive Presbytery, MWS 
Terry Kukuk; Committee on Ministry Chair, RE Marge Morgan; representative from the 
Presbytery Trustees, Mr. Brian Sharp. 
 
After opening in prayer, members of the AC introduced themselves. Then Marge Morgan 
summarized the most recent conversations between the Committee on Ministry and the 
New Paris Church that resulted in creating the AC. 
 
Larry Hollar followed with an orientation to the duties of the AC including authorities and 
responsibilities. Together we reviewed the document “When the Presbytery Must End the 
Ministry of a Congregation.” Particular attention was paid to arranging for the pastoral 
care of church members as well as planning a final worship service celebrating the life and 
ministry of the congregation. 
 
Linda Taggart, Clerk of Session from the New Paris Church, presented an overview of the 
recent congregational ministry along with a statistical snapshot. The Session requested 
that the Presbytery assist with the distribution of their assets, sale of their property and 
disposition of their session records. The Presbytery has given this AC responsibility for 
that role. 
 
Members of the AC then elected by unanimous consent Jennifer Gray as chair and 
Lawrence Bartel as clerk. 
 
Brian Sharp agreed to visit the New Paris Church property along with a realtor, Mike 
Royce, before the next meeting of the AC. 
 
Larry, Terry and Jennifer thanked those on the videoconference for their participation 
and the meeting concluded at 5:15 with a prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Lawrence H. Bartel, Clerk  
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REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
May 12, 2020  
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
May 12, 2020 

Consent Agenda 

2A . Motion: That the presbytery ratify the following action taken by the Leadership 
Council at its March 24, 2020 special meeting: 

Finding: The Leadership Council finds it urgent and necessary to approve the following 
motion due to the cancellation of the March 19, 2020 special presbytery meeting and the 
needs of the Presbyterian Church of New Paris, and affirms that the presbytery will act to 
ratify this approval at its next meeting. 

Motion: At the request of the Committee on Ministry, the Leadership Council, acting on 
behalf of the presbytery at a time when the presbytery cannot meet, agrees to the following 
request: 

o New Paris—The Committee on Ministry, having received clear evidence of the intent of 
the Presbyterian Church of New Paris to close its doors and be dissolved as a 
congregation, recommends that the Leadership Council, on behalf of the presbytery: 

a. authorize the presbytery Moderator to appoint an Administrative Commission 
pursuant to G-3.0109b of the Book of Order and Sec. 5.05 of the Presbytery of the Miami 
Valley Policy and Practice, to take any necessary actions, in consultation with the session 
and congregation, to close and dissolve the Presbyterian Church of New Paris and, in 
collaboration with the Presbytery Trustees, appropriately care for and dispose of its 
property. Should the Administrative Commission (the “AC”) find that the session of the 
Presbyterian Church of New Paris cannot exercise its authority in a way that would 
effectively carry out the necessary tasks to close and dissolve the church, the AC shall take 
original jurisdiction of the session of the Presbyterian Church of New Paris pursuant to 
G-3.0303e; and 

b. adopt the following specific authorities and responsibilities for the 
Administrative Commission to carry out its mandate: 

The Administrative Commission to assist the Presbyterian Church of New 
Paris (the “AC”), in consultation with the church’s session and congregation, 
shall: 

i. Arrange for all liabilities of the church to be paid in full; 

ii. Determine the care and distribution of the real property and 
contents of the church, with the authority to dispose of such property 
granted to the Trustees of the Presbytery of Miami Valley. The 
Administrative Commission shall determine the amount of reserve 
funds to be retained to offset anticipated presbytery expenses for the 
continued maintenance of the vacant building; 
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iii. Determine the use of undesignated mission funds; 

iv. Arrange for ways to address the pastoral care of the congregation 
and transfer of membership upon dissolution of the congregation; 

v. Arrange for transfer of session and financial records to the 
presbytery; 

vi. Determine an appropriate schedule for the congregation’s last 
worship service and celebration; 

vii. Dissolve the congregation after the last worship service; 

viii. Prepare minutes of its proceedings and a final report upon 
completion of its actions that will be reported to Leadership Council 
and at stated meetings of the presbytery. 

c. Should additional authority not specified above be necessary to 
implement the AC’s mandate, the AC, in consultation with the 
session, may request the presbytery’s Leadership Council to approve 
and grant the AC additional or clarifying authority. The Leadership 
Council shall report on any such authority granted to the AC to the 
next stated presbytery meeting. 

+++++++++++++ 

2B. Motion: Process for Redress of Imbalance of ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament and ruling elders for 2020-2021 – Council moves 
that the presbytery delegate to Leadership Council authority to approve and 
implement a plan on behalf of presbytery to redress the imbalance of ministers of 
the Word and Sacrament (MWSs) and ruling elders (REs) prior to the September 
2020 stated presbytery meeting. 
 
Rationale:  

 Under Sec. 2.05 of the presbytery’s Bylaws, when the number of resident 
ministers of the Word and Sacrament entitled to vote in the presbytery is 
greater than the number of ruling elders so entitled, this imbalance shall be 
redressed annually by providing for the election, appointment, or selection of 
additional ruling elders, paying special attention to the concerns of G-3.0103. 
Such additional elders serve a one-year term, under Sec. 2.05. 

 As of this May 2020 meeting, there were sixty-eight (68) resident ministers of 
the Word and Sacrament, or minister members of presbytery from other 
denominations with voice and vote, who are active in the life of the presbytery. 
(According to the Bylaws, honorably retired (HR) ministers of the Word and 
Sacrament are excused from presbytery meetings, therefore HR MWSs are 
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considered in these calculations only when they are serving a congregation 
[interim, temporary supply], are members of a presbytery committee, and/or 
attend at least one presbytery meeting per year.)   

 At the end of this stated meeting and by presbytery rule, there will be fifty-three 
(53) ruling elder commissioner slots from member congregations, one (1) 
commissioned ruling elder, three (3) ruling elders who are presbytery officers 
with vote, and seven (7) ruling elders who are members of Leadership Council 
or chairs of presbytery standing committees, for a total of sixty-four (64) ruling 
elders with voice and vote.  

 Therefore, there is an imbalance of MWSs and REs amounting to 
four slots. This is the third consecutive year that an imbalance has occurred.  

 This disparity of four slots might be inconsequential if the actual number of 
MWSs and REs who are present, registered, and eligible to vote at stated 
presbytery meetings were virtually equal on a consistent basis. But that is not 
the case. The following statistics illustrate the need for redressing the 
imbalance, despite a recent trend toward a higher percentage of REs: 

Meeting Date  Ministers Present  Ruling Elders Present 
Feb. 2018   37    34 
May 2018   44    35 
Sept. 2018   42    39 
Nov. 2018   43    37 
Feb. 2019   44    36 
May 2019   36    35 
Sept. 2019   35    38 
Nov. 2019   27    31 
Feb. 2020   39    31 

 A further factor for the future is that the presbytery currently has four 
Administrative Commissions in place: two working to dissolve churches that 
have requested help to close their doors, one assisting in a church merger, and 
one working toward a Covenant of Gracious Separation with a church that 
wishes to leave the denomination. Thus in the months ahead we expect to see 
the number of churches in this presbytery reduced from 49 to 45. That will 
mean even fewer ruling elders commissioner slots by the end of the year. 

 Therefore, to implement Sec. 2.05 of the Bylaws, the Leadership 
Council moves that presbytery delegate to Leadership Council 
authority to approve and implement a plan on behalf of presbytery 
to redress the four-slot imbalance prior to the next presbytery 
meeting. This approval will be reported to the September stated presbytery 
meeting. Additional ruling elder slots authorized under this approved plan will 
be in effect from that next meeting until the May 2021 stated meeting, as the 
Bylaws prescribe.  

 The Stated Clerk will prepare a proposed plan of redress for Leadership Council 
consideration that takes into account diversity and inclusiveness criteria under 
G-3.0103, as well as factors of geography, varied size of churches, and evidence 
of recent ruling elder participation in stated presbytery meetings from 
churches. Council also proposes to consider churches other than the three 
churches that were each provided one additional Ruling Elder slot to redress 
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the 2019-2020 imbalance (Dayton: Trinity; Springfield: Northminster; and 
Wilmington). 

 
In shared responsibility for our covenantal life as a presbytery,  
 Churches are encouraged to send to every meeting the 

complete number of ruling elders allotted to them under our 
Bylaws (Sec. 2.02), and any additional ruling elders approved 
for the one-year term above.  Churches are advised to elect 
one or more alternate ruling elders who are willing to step in 
and serve as commissioners to presbytery if a particular 
elected ruling elder is unable to attend; and 

 All active teaching elders are reminded that they have the duty 
to attend all stated meetings of the presbytery (Sec. 2.01 of the 
Bylaws) unless excused.  

 

++++++++++ 

 

2C.  Motion: That the presbytery approve the following change in the Presbytery 
of the Miami Valley Policy and Practice relating to presiding at presbytery meetings: 
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COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
May 12, 2020 

 
1. For action, the Committee nominates the following names as presbytery 

officers for 2020-2021: 
(legend: MWS= Minister of the Word and Sacrament; RE= Ruling Elder) 

 Class of 2021 
  Moderator RE Alice McCollum (Dayton: Trinity) 

Vice Moderator   MWS Ben Beres 
Chair of Leadership Council   RE Bruce Saunders (Wilmington)  

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
NOMINEE FOR PRESBYTERY MODERATOR, CLASS OF 2021 

Ruling Elder Alice McCollum (Dayton: Trinity) 
 

Alice McCollum, a lifelong fourth generation Presbyterian, has been 
an active member of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Dayton for over 
45 years. She has served Trinity in several capacities: Trustee, choir 
member, chair of the James I. Davis Endowment Fund, member of 
the Pastor Nominating Committee, and after several previous terms, 
is currently a member of the Session. As a Ruling Elder, Alice 
designs and conducts new member training at the request of the 
Pastor and the Clerk of Session.  Alice particularly values the 
regulations and directions provided by the Book of Order. 

Serving as a judge for more than 40 years has given Alice a chance 
to practice her ministry:  serving the community; encouraging 

others to improve their lives through education, treatment, and behavior modification; 
and resolving disputes in a courteous and professional manner: in other words, treating 
everyone as she would want to be treated.  Alice believes in being a servant leader and 
desires that her efforts reflect her Christian beliefs and values. 

In addition to several professional leadership positions, Alice has served on many 
community boards including the United Theological Seminary and Dayton Children’s 
Hospital. Currently, Alice is actively involved with her Sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., Tau Lambda Omega Chapter, which is a service-oriented organization, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the less fortunate, and delivering other vital services to the 
community. Alice also enjoys providing memorable experiences for her grandchildren.  

While Alice’s involvement in the presbytery was somewhat limited for a while, she has 
been Vice Moderator for the past year and a member of the Permanent Judicial 
Commission prior to that. She has served as a commissioner to presbytery representing 
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Trinity and has attended other presbytery meetings for educational development.  Alice 
is excited and humbled to take on these roles in the life of the presbytery. 

 
NOMINEE FOR PRESBYTERY VICE MODERATOR, CLASS OF 2021 

 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament Ben Beres 

 
Pastor Ben Beres is the sheepdog for a great little community in 
Huntsville, Ohio, and much prefers barking to biting. He’s the blessed 
husband of Sarah and adoring father of Mason, 15, and Kirk, 9¾. He’s 
served on Administrative Commissions, the Committee on Preparation 
for Ministry, and the Committee on Ministry of this presbytery, and also 
got to serve as a Commissioner to the 220th General Assembly for the 
Presbytery of the Miami Valley.  
 
Ben graduated from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in 2005, and is 
wrecking the statistical curve for first calls. When he’s not navigating the choppy waters 
of physical-distance pastoring, he enjoys meandering conversations, comic books, 
coaching his kids, and embarrassing his wife with his effervescent karaoke skills. 
 
 

NOMINEE FOR CHAIR OF LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, CLASS OF 2021 

Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders (Wilmington) 
 

Bruce Saunders was clerk of session at the Presbyterian Church of 
Wilmington for 14 years. Bruce joined the Wilmington church as 
a student at Wilmington College, having grown up in the Condit 
Presbyterian Church outside Sunbury, Ohio. His family has 
worshiped at Condit since his great-grandfather was an elder 
there.  
 
Bruce has been active in our presbytery for the past 30 years, 
serving most recently on the Committee on Preparation for 
Ministry, and as presbytery Vice Moderator and Moderator in 
2018-2020. He looks forward to serving as a commissioner to the 
224th General Assembly this year. 

 
Bruce traveled with other members of our presbytery to Ghana, West Africa on the first 
of three mission trips organized by our presbytery in the 1980’s.  
 
Bruce is a retired educator after 38 years at Wilmington City Schools, where he served as 
a teacher, building principal and finally technology director. He also served as technology 
director for Oakwood City Schools after retiring from Wilmington.  
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In retirement Bruce currently serves as president of the Clinton County Trails Coalition, 
which builds bicycle/walking trails in Clinton County. He was a Boy Scout leader for many 
years and also served on the board of the Clinton County Historical Society, Camp Joy, 
Wilmington College Alumni Council, and Wilmington High School Scholastic 
Achievement Council. He lives in Wilmington with his wife, Fayanne, who has served as 
an elder, trustee and currently a deacon at the Wilmington church. He has one son, two 
daughters, and four grandchildren who live in Wilmington and in Colorado.  
 

+++++++++++ 

For action, the Committee nominates the following names to Presbytery committees 
and Council: 
(Note: The Nominations Committee continues to seek to fill vacant committee slots.) 
 

 Leadership Council  
  [2020-21 Chair RE Bruce Saunders (Wilmington), noted above] 

Class of 2023 
   Rev.  Stan Gockel 
   RE Matt Shoemaker (Eaton: First)    
    

 Committee on Ministry 
  2020-21 Chair – RE Marge Morgan (Dayton: Sugar Creek) 
  2020-21 Vice Chair – MWS George (Sandy) McConnel 

Class of 2022 
   MWS Garth Adams 
  Class of 2023 
   MWS Karen Cassedy 
   RE Gidget Collins (Dayton: Bath) 

RE Sue Seiler (Bellbrook) 
   MWS Robert Wade 
 
 Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
  2020-2021 Chair – MWS Michael Isaacs 
  Class of 2021 
   MWS Erin Kobs 
  Class of 2022 
   MWS Michael Isaacs 
  Class of 2023 
   MWS Kevin Murphy 

MWS Linda Niece 
MWS Brad Dardaganian 
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Network Support and Grants 
  2020-21 Chair – Rev. Steve Schumm 
  Class of 2023 

RE Amy Cotterman (New Carlisle: Honey Creek) 
RE Mike Gardner (Springboro: Covenant) 
RE Jim Pelfrey (Dayton: Corinth) 

    
Nominations 

  2020-21 Chair – MWS Steven Ingram 
Class of 2023 

   MWS Sarah Sparks-Franklin 
    

Representation and Diversity 
 2020-21 Chair – MWS Brad Dardaganian 
 
Staff Support  

Class of 2023 
 RE John Ey (Dayton: Westminster) 

   RE Sherry Webb (Hamilton: TPC) 
 

Trustees 
  2020-21 Chair – Georgie Woessner (Dayton: Westminster) 
  Class of 2023 
   RE Kathleen Seewer (Fairborn: First)  
 

Permanent Judicial Commission 
 Class of 2026 

   MWS Joe Hinds 
   MWS Jocelyn Sheldon 
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COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
May 12, 2020 

 
For Information: The Committee on Ministry, on motion, took the following actions 
on behalf of the presbytery (date of COM action listed after each item): 

o Fairborn: First—Approved the full-time Stated Supply appointment of Minister 
of the Word and Sacrament Joe Hinds for one year, from April 1, 2020 to March 
31, 2021, at the following terms, and appointed him moderator of the session: Total 
Effective Salary (including housing allowance) – $53,500; full Board of Pension 
dues; SECA up to 50%; Professional expense reimbursement $1,500; Continuing 
Education reimbursement $1,220; Auto at IRS rate $1,800;  Vacation -- 4 weeks 
including 4 Sundays; Continuing Education -- 2 weeks including 2 Sundays, 
cumulative to 4 weeks. Salary terms meet 2020 presbytery minimum. (COM, Feb. 
25) 

o Reily—Approved the part-time (19 hours per week) Stated Supply appointment of 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament Thomas Ramsey for one year, January 1, 
2020 through December 31, 2020, at the following terms, and appointed him 
moderator of the session: Total Effective Salary (including only cash salary) – 
$22,000; no Board of Pension dues with health care expenses covered by other 
means; Professional expense reimbursement $1,220; Continuing Education 
reimbursement $1,220;  Vacation 4 weeks including 4 Sundays; Continuing 
Education 2 weeks including 2 Sundays. Salary terms do not meet 2020 presbytery 
minimum. (COM, Feb. 25) 

o MWS Laura Nile—Authorized Minister of the Word and Sacrament Laura Nile 
to: 

o Preside at the Lord’s Supper at the University of Dayton Protestant worship 
service on March 29, 2020; and  

o Assist in leading the Sacrament of Baptism for her nephew outside the 
bounds of this presbytery, at Bethany Presbyterian Church, Seattle, WA, on 
May 3, 2020. (COM, Feb. 25) 

o MWS Anna Owens— 
o Approved the installation service for Minister of the Word and Sacrament  

Anna Owens as associate pastor at Dayton: Westminster to be held on 
Sunday, March 15, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. during the morning Lord’s Day 
service, granting an exception to the presbytery’s standard practice that 
such services not be scheduled at times that discourage participation by 
presbyters;  

o Approved the following to serve on the Administrative Commission to 
install: Ruling Elder and Vice Moderator Alice McCollum (Dayton: Trinity), 
to preside; Ruling Elder Gene Saunders (Dayton: Westminster); Minister of 
the Word and Sacrament Terry Kukuk; and such other members as may be 
requested to serve on the AC, who will be subject to ratification at the next 
COM meeting; and 

o Authorized the Lord’s Supper as part of the service, should the associate 
pastor to be installed request it.  (COM, Feb. 25) 
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o Action on Policy and Practice language for transitional ministry—
Authorized the drafting team to continue work on a redraft that takes into account 
comments at the presbytery meeting and discussion today, with a goal of COM 
approving a revised draft and a proposed process for presbytery consideration by 
no later than the April 28 COM meeting. (COM, Feb. 25) 

o Representation and Diversity Committee—Designated MWS Garth Adams 
to serve as the COM representative on the Representation and Diversity 
Committee. (COM, Feb. 25) 

o RE Gidget Collins and Seven Mile—The COM: 
o Found that a suitable commission has been agreed to for Ruling Elder 

Cheryl (Gidget) Collins with the Seven Mile Presbyterian Church to serve as 
a Commissioned Ruling Elder at the following terms: 

The part-time (20 hours per week) Commissioned Ruling Elder 
Covenant between Ruling Elder Cheryl Collins and the Seven 
Mile Presbyterian Church, effective March 1, 2020 through 
December 31, 2020, shall include the following duties (Note that 
Sacraments, weddings and funerals, and vote at presbytery 
meetings may not be performed prior to presbytery examination 
and commissioning under (b) below): Preaching and worship 
leadership, administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, perform weddings and funerals, provide pastoral care, 
advise and resource session and congregational committees. 
Serve as Moderator of session, attend meetings of the Presbytery 
of the Miami Valley with voice and vote. Mentoring by MWS John 
Lewis; RE Collins’s membership is in the Dayton: Bath Church. 
Terms: Effective Salary including housing--$27,000; 
Professional expense reimbursement including mileage at IRS 
rate--$500; Continuing Education expense reimbursement--
$1,220; Vacation--4 weeks, including 4 Sundays; Continuing 
Education—2 weeks, including 2 Sundays. Salary terms meet 
presbytery requirements for CREs for 2020. 

o Requested that the presbytery Moderator call a special meeting of the 
presbytery, ideally for Thursday March 19, 2020, at 11:00 am, to examine 
Ruling Elder Cheryl Collins on her statements of faith, call, and motive, and 
on her fitness for this commission, and  

o Following presbytery approval in (b) above, the COM approved that: 
  the presbytery immediately proceed to hold a commissioning service 

pursuant to G-2.1003; and 
 The presbytery be invited to join the Seven Mile congregation in 

celebrating the commissioning at an event at the church on Sunday, 
April 19. 2020. (COM, Feb. 25) 

o Moderators of Session -- Appointed the following to serve as moderators or co-
moderators of sessions:  Rev. Daria Schaffnit at Yellow Springs. (COM, Feb 25) 

o Administrative Commission for Dayton: Memorial -- The presbytery 
Moderator appointed the following to serve on the AC for Dayton: Memorial. They 
will be oriented to their task on March 5: MWS Amy Duiker, MWS Ed McNulty, 
RE Cindi Cook (New Carlisle: Honey Creek), RE Charles Chamberlain (Dayton: 
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Fairmont), RE Gordon Neumann (Springboro: Covenant). Realty advisor to the 
AC: Brian Sharp--Presbytery Trustees (Dayton: Westminster). (COM, Feb. 25) 

o Pulpit Supply List – Took note of the following changes to the PMV pulpit 
supply list: Add RE Michele Slone (Urbana: First); remove RE Cheryl (Gidget) 
Collins (Dayton: Bath). (COM, Feb. 25) 

o MWS Denise Weaver – Authorized the Stated Clerk to move Minister of the 
Word and Sacrament Denise Weaver to the Member-at-Large roll effective March 
12, 2020, at the conclusion of her time on staff at Dayton: Westminster. (COM, 
Feb. 25) 

o Fairborn: First — Approved the full-time Stated Supply appointment of Minister 
of the Word and Sacrament Joe Hinds for one year with the Fairborn: First Church 
to begin on March 16, 2020 rather than on April 1, 2020 as previously approved, 
and to end on March 15, 2021, at the previously-approved terms. (COM, March 31) 

o Dayton: Westminster — Approved the action of the session of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Dayton, to continue to employ Minister of the Word and 
Sacrament Denise Weaver as full-time Interim Associate Pastor for Spiritual 
Growth for a period not to exceed one year or until she completes her interim 
appointment, beginning on January 1, 2020, at the following terms: Total Effective 
Salary, including housing – $67,238; full Board of Pension dues; Travel 
reimbursement (including Auto at IRS rate) – no limit; Continuing Education 
reimbursement – $1,220; Professional Expense reimbursement - $1,030 
Vacation— 4 weeks, including 5 Sundays; Continuing Education Time— 2 weeks, 
including 2 Sundays, cumulative to 3 weeks. These terms meet 2020 presbytery 
compensation requirements.  (COM, March 31) 

o Dayton: Westminster—Approved the action of the session of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Dayton, to compensate Minister of the Word and Sacrament 
Sue Hamilton to serve as full-time Pastoral Affiliate for Congregational Care for a 
period not to exceed one year at the following terms: Total Effective Salary, 
including housing – $67,879; full Board of Pension dues; Travel reimbursement 
(including Auto at IRS rate) – no limit; Continuing Education reimbursement – 
$1,220; Professional Expense reimbursement - $1,030; Vacation— 4 weeks, 
including 5 Sundays; Continuing Education Time— 2 weeks, including 2 Sundays, 
cumulative to 3 weeks. These terms meet 2020 presbytery compensation 
requirements for pastors. (COM, March 31) 

o Springfield: Covenant – Approved the continuation of the full-time interim 
pastor appointment of the Rev. Stan Gockel for the period from April 16, 2020 
through April 15, 2021, at the following terms, and continued his appointment as 
moderator of the session: Effective Salary (including cash salary and housing 
allowance) $65,975; medical reimbursement up to $6,500 (Rev. Gockel is retired 
in the American Baptist Churches and provides for pension and medical benefits 
in ways other than the Board of Pensions); SECA up to 50%; travel reimbursement 
(auto at IRS rate) $3,000; continuing education reimbursement $1,500; 
professional expense reimbursement $2,000; Vacation 5 weeks (including 5 
Sundays); Continuing education 2 weeks (including 2 Sundays). Terms comply 
with 2020 presbytery requirements.  (COM, March 31) 

o Wilmington -- Approved the continuation of the part-time Stated Supply 
appointment at the Presbyterian Church of Wilmington for Minister of the Word 
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and Sacrament Robert Wade beginning on April 13, 2020 for a period up to one 
year, at the following terms: Worship leadership, including preaching and 
administering the sacraments, $100 plus mileage per service; Funeral service 
$100; pastoral care visitation $26/hr.; all other services as requested $26/hr.; 
mileage reimbursement at IRS rate. (COM, March 31) 

o Huber Heights: Faith – Approved the Huber Heights: Faith Ministry 
Information Form (MIF) and authorized its placement on the CLC platform. 
(COM, March 31) 

o Action on Policy and Practice language for transitional ministry—
Authorized the drafting team to continue work on a redraft that takes into account 
comments at the February presbytery meeting and later COM discussion, with the 
expectation that a new version will be presented for approval to the September 
stated presbytery meeting. (COM, March 31) 

o Presbytery Meeting action on Commissioned Ruling Elder 
examination of RE Gidget Collins – In view of the likelihood that the May 
stated presbytery meeting will occur by Zoom or other electronic means, which will 
make discussion and examination more difficult, COM voted to recommend that 
the presbytery defer action on the examination of RE Gidget Collins to become the 
CRE at Seven Mile until a called presbytery meeting to occur at the earliest time 
when it is safe for a robust quorum to convene in person.   (COM, March 31) 

o Administrative Commission for the Synod of the Covenant -- The AC took 
original jurisdiction of the Synod on February 12 and 13, 2020. The AC recently 
announced that MWS Chip Hardwick, who grew up in and was ordained in our 
presbytery, will serve as Interim Synod Executive. MWS Richard Rojas is serving 
as Stated Clerk of the Synod.  (COM, March 31) 

o  Administrative Commission for New Paris -- The Leadership Council on 
March 24 approved the presbytery Moderator being authorized to appoint an AC 
for the Presbyterian Church of New Paris, subject to ratification at the next 
presbytery meeting. The following members of the AC have been recruited and will 
be oriented to their task on April 1: MWS Lawrence Bartel, MWS Jocelyn Sheldon, 
RE Linda Taggart (New Paris), RE Jennifer Gray (Farmersville: Slifers), RE Kathy 
McCreary (Eaton: First). Realty advisor to the AC: Brian Sharp--Presbytery 
Trustees (Dayton: Westminster).  (COM, March 31) 

o Installation of MWS Anna Owens – The installation service scheduled for 
March 19 during Dayton: Westminster’s Lord’s Day service was postponed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic until a later date to be decided. (COM, March 31) 

o Dayton: Immanuel Korean — In light of the action of the Dayton: Immanuel 
Korean congregation on Sunday, April 26 to agree to the request of MWS Sang Un 
Lee to dissolve the pastoral relationship effective May 10, 2020, the COM: 

o Appointed MWS Luke Choi, a minister member of the Presbytery of 
Western Reserve, to moderate the April 26 congregational meeting and 
subsequent session meetings, and authorized him to labor within the 
bounds of this presbytery for this purpose; 

o Concurred on behalf of the presbytery in the dissolution of the pastoral 
relationship under Sec. 1.06(7) of the COM Policy and Practice;  

o Approved the session decision to engage Rev. Jun Pil Park, a minister 
member of the Presbyterian Church in Korea who has most recently served 
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a church in Tampa Bay Presbytery, to serve as pulpit supply leading two 
virtual worship services a week (Wednesdays & Sundays) for an indefinite 
period. Such service will be on a voluntary basis until the end of July, at 
which point the extension of his service may be renegotiated. 

o Authorized the Immanuel session to call a second congregational meeting 
for the purpose of electing a Pastor Nominating Committee; 

o Authorized the Stated Clerk to transfer Rev. Lee to the Member at Large roll 
effective May 11, 2020, with the expectation that he will be invited in June 
to submit a report to have his chaplaincy at Emory University approved as 
a Validated Ministry. Beginning in May Rev. Lee will work as a chaplain 
resident at Emory University Hospital of Emory Healthcare to serve diverse 
patients as well as learn the clinical pastoral care in diverse cultural and 
religious backgrounds. (COM, April 28) 

o Installed Pastor Salaries—Approved the report (distributed at this meeting 
and now pp. 57-58 of this packet) regarding Installed Pastor Compensation for 
2020 submitted by PMV churches, and authorized its publication to the presbytery 
in May. (COM, April 28) 

o 224th General Assembly new process – The Stated Clerk outlined decisions 
made last week by the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly regarding 
how the 224th GA that was scheduled for Baltimore in June will actually happen 
now in virtual ways. This included an update on the status of the presbytery’s 
Overture regarding changing the term “Honorably Retired” in the Book of Order 
to “Retired,” which has been deferred until the 225th GA (2022). (COM, April 28) 

o Administrative Commission for Xenia Churches -- The presbytery 
Moderator has appointed RE Jay Peterson (New Carlisle: Honey Creek) to serve 
on the AC in the place of RE David Weaver (Dayton: Westminster), who resigned. 
(COM, April 28) 

o Administrative Commission for Dayton: Memorial – In light of the reality 
that the Memorial Church Session is no longer active and that certain significant 
administrative functions have not happened in the past and are still not taking 
place, Leadership Council on April 9 granted the AC authority to take original 
jurisdiction of the Memorial Session, and on April 23 the AC voted to take original 
jurisdiction. (COM, April 28) 

o Gratitude – COM members whose terms are ending—MWS Linda Niece and RE 
Tom Selden—and who are leaving the committee were thanked for their service, 
along with MWS Arbuth Conn, who is resigning. RE Gidget Collins agreed to serve 
as COM secretary beginning in May. (COM, April 28) 
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COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 
May 12, 2020 

 
 
For information: The last two CPM meetings have been by Zoom. At the first of 
these meetings, committee members agreed to reach out to all inquirers and candidates 
to check in and offer a friendly greeting in the midst of the uncertainty of COVID-19.  CPM 
met with Rachel Boden from Dayton: Fairmont Presbyterian Church and enrolled her as 
an inquirer at the March meeting. In April, Rev. Steven Schumm, seeking to transfer his 
pastoral membership to the PC(U.S.A.) from the Mennonite Church (USA), demonstrated 
satisfactory competency in the areas of exegesis, theology, polity, and worship and 
sacraments. 
 
 
 
 

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

56 051220PMV



C
O

M
M

IT
T

E
E

 O
N

 M
IN

IS
T

R
Y

 
M

ay
 1

2,
 2

0
12

0
  

  P
R

E
S

B
Y

T
E

R
Y

 O
F

 T
H

E
 M

IA
M

I V
A

LL
E

Y
 

IN
S

T
A

LL
E

D
 P

A
S

T
O

R
 C

O
M

P
E

N
S

A
T

IO
N

 2
02

0 
 

C
o

n
g

re
g

at
io

n
 

M
em

's
h

ip
 

P
as

to
r 

M
an

se
 

E
ff

ec
ti

ve
  

S
E

C
A
 

T
ra

ve
l 

C
o

n
t.

 E
d

  
P

ro
f 

E
xp

 
O

th
er

 
V

ac
at

io
n
 

S
tu

d
y 

as
 o

f 
12

/3
1/

19
 

 
S

a
la

ry
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

L
ea

ve
 

B
el

le
fo

nt
ai

ne
:F

irs
t 

U
ni

te
d

 
26

9
 

S
te

ve
n 

M
er

ri
n

 
no

 
$6

3,
20

0 
$4

,6
51

  
   

  $
72

0 
$1

,2
50

 
$1

,7
20

  
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

D
ay

to
n:

 C
e

nt
ra

l 
12

8
 

C
lif

fo
rd

 H
ad

do
x 

  
no

 
$5

6,
47

1 
  

$1
,2

26
 

$2
,0

00
  

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

D
ay

to
n:

 F
ai

rm
on

t 
36

1 
B

ria
n 

M
a

gu
ir

e
 

no
 

$8
9,

38
6 

$6
,6

85
 

$1
,0

00
 

$2
,0

00
 

$2
,2

50
  

  4
 w

ks
  

  2
 w

ks
 

D
ay

to
n:

 F
ai

rm
on

t 
36

1
 

K
el

le
y 

S
hi

n
 

no
 

$6
6,

46
6 

$4
,9

32
 

$1
,0

00
 

$2
,0

00
 

$1
,5

00
  

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

D
ay

to
n:

 
Im

m
an

ue
l 

K
or

ea
n  

50
 

S
an

g 
U

n 
Le

e 
(1

) 
(2

) 
no

 
$4

0,
80

0 
$2

,3
00

 
$3

,6
00

 
 

$1
,2

00
 $

1,
00

0 
ot

he
r 

2 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

D
ay

to
n:

 S
ou

th
m

in
st

er
 

41
0

 
N

an
cy

 B
ir

ds
on

g 
no

 
$9

7,
7

96
 

$7
,4

82
 

$1
,0

0
0

 
$1

,2
20

 
$2

,5
0

0
  

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

D
ay

to
n:

 S
ou

th
m

in
st

er
 

41
0

 
La

ur
a 

N
ile

 
no

 
$5

5,
0

00
 

$4
,2

07
 

$1
,0

0
0

 
$1

,5
00

 
$1

,5
0

0
  

5 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

D
ay

to
n:

 W
es

tm
in

st
er

 
10

2
0
 

R
ic

ha
rd

 B
ak

er
 

no
 

$1
31

,5
59

  
$1

0,
00

0 
$1

,2
20

 
$3

,7
80

  
4 

w
ks

 
3 

w
ks

 

D
ay

to
n:

 W
es

tm
in

st
er

 
10

2
0
 

Jo
hn

 N
ee

ly
 

no
 

$1
10

,4
00

  
$1

0,
00

0 
$1

,2
20

 
$1

,0
30

  
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

D
ay

to
n:

 W
es

tm
in

st
er

 
10

2
0
 

N
an

cy
 H

od
gk

in
s 

no
 

$6
9,

71
8 

 
$1

0,
00

0 
$1

,2
20

 
$2

,7
80

  
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

D
ay

to
n:

 W
es

tm
in

st
er

 
10

2
0

 
A

nn
a 

O
w

e
ns

 
no

 
$6

2,
50

0 
 

F
ul

l 
re

im
bu

rs
e 

$1
,2

20
 

$1
,0

30
 $

5,
00

0 
m

ov
in

g 
co

st
s 

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

E
at

on
: F

irs
t 

25
2

 
T

ed
 D

en
ni

s 
(2

) 
(p

en
di

n
g 

co
n

gr
eg

at
io

n
al

 
m

ee
tin

g 
de

la
ye

d 
by

 
pa

n
de

m
ic

—
20

19
 te

rm
s 

ar
e 

lis
te

d 
he

re
) 

ye
s 

$6
5,

00
0 

  $
4,

97
2 

 
$2

,5
00

 
$1

,1
73

 
$2

,0
00

  
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

H
am

ilt
o

n:
 T

he
 P

C
 

49
1 

Jo
hn

 L
ew

is
 

no
 

$8
6,

19
6 

 
 

$2
,0

00
 

$1
,5

00
 4

 w
ks

. p
ul

pi
t 

re
lie

f 
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

H
un

ts
vi

lle
  

  
10

4
 

B
en

 B
er

es
 

no
 

$5
9,

95
0 

$4
,3

70
 

$2
,0

00
 

$1
,4

00
 

$2
,0

00
 1

 w
k.

 m
is

si
on

 
5 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

57 051220PMV



Ja
m

es
to

w
n
 

65
 

M
ic

ha
el

 H
e

lli
ng

  
ye

s 
$6

2,
69

1 
$3

,3
83

 
$1

,0
00

 
$1

,2
20

 
  

6 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

M
id

dl
et

ow
n:

 F
irs

t 
35

2
 

M
ic

ha
el

 Is
aa

cs
 

(p
en

di
n

g 
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

al
 

m
ee

tin
g 

de
la

ye
d 

by
 

pa
n

de
m

ic
—

20
19

 te
rm

s 
ar

e 
lis

te
d 

he
re

)  

no
 

$7
6,

50
0 

$5
,8

52
 

$1
,5

00
 

$1
,2

00
 

$1
,0

00
 8

 p
er

so
na

l 
da

ys
 

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

M
on

ro
e

 
35

 
Je

ri 
B

ak
er

 
no

 
$6

5,
34

1 
$4

,7
99

 
N

o 
lim

it 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 

$1
,2

55
 

$1
,2

55
  

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

O
xf

or
d 

31
8

 
La

w
re

nc
e 

B
ar

te
l 

no
 

$8
2,

6
22

 
 

$1
,8

8
7

 
$1

,3
1

1
 

$1
,3

1
1

 O
th

er
 $

4,
50

9 
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

O
xf

or
d 

31
8

 
M

ar
c 

va
n 

B
ul

ck
 

no
 

$5
9,

0
24

 
 

$1
,2

7
5

 
$1

,2
7

5
 

$1
,2

7
5

 .
 

22
 

da
ys

 
10

 
da

ys
 

P
iq

u
a:

 W
es

tm
in

st
er

 
14

2
 

T
od

d 
A

lle
n

 
no

 
$7

2,
1

00
 

 
$8

0
0

 
$2

,0
0

0
 

$1
,5

0
0

  
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

S
id

n
ey

: F
irs

t 
77

 
D

ia
n

a 
C

irc
el

li 
no

 
$5

5,
80

2 
 

N
o 

ca
p 

$1
,2

20
 

N
o 

ca
p 

 
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

S
pr

in
gb

or
o:

 C
o

ve
na

nt
 

12
5
 

S
ar

ah
 S

p
ar

ks
-F

ra
nk

lin
  

no
 

$5
5,

96
0 

$3
,4

69
 

 
$1

,2
20

  
  $

4,
00

0 
O

th
er

 $
2,

00
0 

4 
w

ks
 

2 
w

ks
 

S
pr

in
gf

ie
ld

: N
o

rt
hm

in
st

er
 

13
8
 

D
w

ig
ht

 M
cC

or
m

ic
k 

 
no

 
$6

6,
43

2 
$5

,0
82

 
$1

,7
33

 
$1

,2
20

 
$1

,3
00

  
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

T
ro

y:
 F

irs
t 

31
3

 
F

ra
nk

 R
up

ni
k 

(2
) 

no
 

$7
6,

55
0 

 
$5

00
 

$1
,2

00
 

$8
00

 O
th

er
 $

1,
00

0;
 

M
ili

ta
ry

 le
av

e 
4 

w
ks

 
2 

w
ks

 

E
xe

cu
tiv

e 
P

re
sb

yt
er

 
 7

,2
64

 
T

er
ry

 K
uk

uk
 

   
   

   
   

 n
o 

   
$7

6,
21

0 
  $

5,
83

0 
In

 P
ro

f. 
E

xp
en

se
s 

   
  $

3,
00

0 
   

$9
,0

00
  

   
4 

w
ks

  
 2

 w
ks

 

N
o

 C
h

an
g

e 
fr

o
m

 2
01

9,
 

as
id

e 
fr

o
m

 u
p

d
at

ed
 

C
o

n
ti

n
u

in
g

 E
d

 f
u

n
d

in
g
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

B
el

le
fo

nt
ai

ne
:F

irs
t 

U
ni

te
d

 
 

S
te

ve
 M

er
rin

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

S
id

ne
y:

 F
irs

t 
   

  
 

D
ia

na
 C

irc
el

li 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

N
O

T
E

S
: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

1.
  

E
ff

ec
ti

v
e 

S
al

ar
y 

b
el

o
w

 P
M

V
 f

u
ll-

ti
m

e 
m

in
im

u
m

 o
f 

$5
3,

33
7 

fo
r 

20
2

0 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2.
  

C
o

n
ti

n
u

in
g

 E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 (

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 D

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t 
) 

am
o

u
n

t 
is

 b
el

o
w

 P
M

V
 m

in
im

u
m

 o
f 

$1
,2

20
.0

0 
fo

r 
20

20
 o

r 
n

o
t 

re
co

rd
ed

 a
s 

a 
se

p
a

ra
te

 it
em

 
 

 

58 051220PMV



REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
2019 Annual Statistics 

Presbytery of the Miami Valley 
As of December 31, 2019 

 

Congregations 

Number of congregations as of January 1, 2019      49 

  New Church Developments – 0 

Losses              0 

Gains              0   

  Congregations as of Dec. 31, 2019                     49 

    New Church Developments – 0 

 

Ministers of the Word and Sacrament on Minister Roll 

  Ministers as of January 1, 2019                  101 

  Losses 

    Deaths            4 

    Dismissed to other Presbyteries     0 

    Dismissed to other denominations    0   

    Renounced/removed from roll      0 

      Net Losses                    4 

 

  Gains 

    Received from other Presbyteries    3 

    Ordained           0 

    Received from other denominations     1 

    Restored          0 

      Net Gains        4 

  Ministers as of December 31, 2019         101   

 

 

Ministers of the Word and Sacrament by Category* as of December 31, 2019 

  Installed/Permanent/Designated      25 

  Temporary Pastoral (e.g., Interim, Stated Supply)  12 

  Validated Ministries          10 

  Members at Large          11 

  Honorably Retired          44 

  Presbytery Officer            0 

  (Temporary Minister Members from other 

denominations            3) 

 

        *may not total actual membership since some individuals are reported in more than one category   
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