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We believe that God calls all people into covenant. In this way, God called the people
of Israel to be God’s people saying:

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might.1

We are called as disciples into a new covenant given by God’s free grace in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity. Our bond
together as people of faith was given to us from Christ himself as he told his
disciples:

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.
[ am the vine, you are the branches.?

Thus, the church as the community of disciples is bound together in covenant and
united as the body of Christ. While the call to ministry from the Holy Spirit may be
understood in a diversity of form and expression, the church commits itself to
connectional relationship as the Apostle Paul reminds us:

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the
one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.3

In covenant, the presbytery is the community of congregations gathered for
particular ministry and shared calling. Ministry occurs among the disciples of the
visible church within the covenant instituted by God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Thus, the church is dependent upon God, as well as upon other congregations of
disciples, in witnessing to the in-breaking of God’s Kingdom into our world. It is by
this act of covenant that the presbytery itself comes into life.

The presbytery equips, prepares, and nurtures congregations in their
ministries for God’s mission for the transformation of creation and
humanity by calling all people to Christ.

The Presbytery of the Miami Valley calls the ruling elders and sessions of its
congregations along with all teaching elders to a continually renewing sense of
covenant as the embodiment of Christ’s church.



This covenant is a reaffirmation of our ordination vows promising to share in
government and discipline, serving in the governing bodies of the church.* By this
covenant, we commit together to that which might bring fulfillment to the
presbytery’s purpose and shared ministry.

We commit to prayer, encouragement, and support for our work of
the presbytery

We commit ourselves to regular and active attendance at meetings of
the presbytery

We commit our participation in the work of the presbytery councils,
committees and commissions

We commit our financial resources to the shared purpose as the
presbytery

We commit, as ruling and teaching elders, to the nurture and care of
our colleagues in ministry in this presbytery

IN THIS COVENANT WE CONFIRM THE PROMISES WE HAVE MADE, AND WE LIVE IN THE
HOPE THAT BY GOD’S GRACE WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE AND UPHOLD THESE
PROMISES TO EACH OTHER UNITED AS THE CHURCH, THE VISIBLE BODY OF CHRIST IN
THE WORLD.

1 Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NRSV

2 John 15:4-5 NRSV

3 1 Corinthians 12:12-13a NRSV
4 Book of Order W-4.4003i(1)(3)



