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A Brief History of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Eaton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YOU MUST REGISTER IN ADVANCE FOR THIS MEETING BY CONTACTING 

TERRY KUKUK AT EP@MIAMIPRESBYTERY.ORG BY 12:00 NOON ON 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13. TERRY WILL SEND YOU AN INVITATION WITH A 

ZOOM LINK TO JOIN THE MEETING. NO LATE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE 

ACCEPTED! AN OPTIONAL PRACTICE MEETING TO LEARN ZOOM 

TECHNIQUES IS AVAILABLE ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 AT 10 AM, BY 

REQUEST. 

 

ONLY MINISTER MEMBERS, RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS FROM 

CHURCHES, RULING ELDER MEMBERS OF PRESBYTERY, AND 

SPECIALLY INVITED GUESTS WILL JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING. VISITORS 

AND OBSERVERS ARE WELCOME TO WATCH THE LIVESTREAM AT: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfjicUX_TTop6BbojbVZPug.  

THE LIVESTREAM WILL START AT 9:00 AM ON NOVEMBER 14. 

PRINCIPLES OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 

 
Courtesy to all   -   One item at a time   -   Majority rule   

Respect the rights of the minority   - Justice for all   -   Partiality for none 
 

 “For us as Presbyterians, parliamentary law is a tool we use which is a servant to our 

theological understanding of the purpose of a governing body: to seek God’s will for our actions in 

the world, as we witness to our faith in Jesus Christ.”   

 

- from “Parliamentary Procedures in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)” 

by Marianne L. Wolfe. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:EP@MIAMIPRESBYTERY.ORG
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfjicUX_TTop6BbojbVZPug
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PRESBYTERY OF THE MIAMI VALLEY 
STATED MEETING, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2020 

9:00 AM     
 

VIA ZOOM  

 

ANNOTATED ORDER OF DOCKET   
 

Advance registration for all voting presbyters MUST be  
completed by no later than 12:00 noon on Friday,  
November 13, 2020. NOTE: While the presbytery staff  
has not strictly enforced this advance deadline in the 
past, starting with this meeting no late registrations will 
be allowed.  

 
 
    9:00 am Convening Prayer  

Ruling Elder Alice McCollum, Moderator   
 
Report of the Stated Clerk    
   Ruling Elder Larry Hollar 

Land Acknowledgement  
Statement of Quorum and Formation of the Roll 
Explanation of processes for the meeting and orientation to Zoom features (pp. 1-2) 
Adoption of Docket  
Seat Corresponding Members and Approve Excused Minister Members 
Other Items for Action or Information (pp. 7; 9-31; 55-56; 62-66) 
    

We speak together our Presbytery Covenant’s Mission Statement  
 
Hospitality Report    
 Today’s Offering — for Bread for the World/Institute (p. 38) 

Recognizing New Members of Presbytery and Memorials (p. 54) 
Ruling Elder Marge Morgan 

Introduction of plans to lift prayers for ministers in our presbytery (p. 49) 
Ruling Elders Marge Morgan, COM chair and Bruce Saunders,  
Council chair; Minister of the Word and Sacrament Denise Weaver, COM 

Virtual Passing of the Peace  
  

We Worship Together—Meditation by the Executive Presbyter, 
Minister of the Word and Sacrament Terry Kukuk 

 
Interim Synod Executive’s Report  
   Minister of the Word and Sacrament Chip Hardwick (p. 57) 
 
Leadership Council 
   Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders, Chair  

For Action:  Adoption of the Consent Agenda (pp. 7-32; 55-56) 
   Consideration of Action Items, if any, Pulled from the  

Consent Agenda  
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Nominations Committee 
   Minister of the Word and Sacrament Steven Ingram, Chair 
 For Action:  Election of Presbytery Committee Members and Synod  

Representatives (p. 58) 
Examination and Election of Stated Clerk, and approval 

 of Terms of Call (Stated Clerk Search Committee)  
(pp. 33-36; 59-61) 

 
Leadership Council 
   Ruling Elder Bruce Saunders, Chair  

For Action:   Approval of 2021 Presbytery Budget and Terms of Call 
(Ruling Elder Georgie Woessner, Chair of Trustees)  
(pp. 37; 39-44) 

      
Small Group Discussions (focused on Prayers for Unity and Healing) – see  

special instructions for this new type of breakout  
session on pp. 37-38 of the advance packet 

 
Singing Apart Together, organized by Minister of the Word  and 

 Sacrament Cliff Haddox  
 

Moderator’s Report 
            

Acknowledgement of Written Reports Filed by Committees and Council  
(pp. 46-51; 56; 67-74)  

 
Installation of the New Stated Clerk 
 
Expressions of Gratitude to and from the Former Clerk (pp. 45; 63) 
 
Closing Prayer by the New Stated Clerk 
 
Adjournment 
 
 

 

Our next stated presbytery meeting—Saturday, February 13, 2021, 9:00 a.m.,  

by Zoom  
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HOSPITALITY REPORT 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
November 14, 2020 

 

Greetings to New Ministers Among Us       
 
We welcome MWS Susan Brasier, newly ordained by this presbytery on October 27, as a 
member of our presbytery and serving as stated supply pastor at the St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada. We rejoice with MWS Anna 
Owens, who was installed as associate pastor at Dayton: Westminster on October 8.  
 

Memorial 
 

Minister of the Word and Sacrament Robert L. Edwards, 
Honorably Retired, died November 1 in Kettering at the age of 91. Bob served almost 
28 years as Executive Secretary (later Executive Presbyter) of Miami Presbytery (the prior 
name of our current presbytery), retiring in January 1994. Prior to that position he was the 
presbytery’s Stated Clerk while serving as pastor at the Carlisle: New Jersey and Corinth 
Boulevard churches.  
 
In an article in the presbytery bi-monthly newsletter at his retirement, Bob was described as 
“a strong voice for presbytery support of congregations as well as maintaining a caring, 
pastoral presence for our church leaders. During his leadership (1966 to 1994) the 
presbytery has established 8 new congregations while the ministry of many others has been 
renewed and strengthened.” In a separate article in the Dayton Daily News, Bob was quoted 
as lamenting the loss of active memberships in the presbytery from about 30,000 in the 
mid-1960s to 21,000 when he retired, a trend similar to other mainline church bodies. He 
attributed the decline to changing attitudes about the church and institutions in general, 
and policy decisions in the 1970s to virtually stop building new churches. 
 
A Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky area native, Bob served 18 months in the Army during the 
Korean War and graduated from Olivet College in 1957. He entered McCormick Theological 
Seminary, graduating in 1960, the same year he was ordained by Miami Presbytery. After 
his retirement he served on the presbytery’s Polity Committee and continued an active 
engagement with the church.  
 
Bob’s wife Marilyn, who survives him, was moderator of Presbyterian Women and of the 
presbytery in 1987, and served six years as Associate Executive for Mission Support, helping 
foster the Ghana Partnership Project.  Our prayers are with the family and friends in these 
times. A private memorial service is planned for November 16 at 10:00 am; the  public may 
view the service via livestream at https://youtu.be/vLg4TeuGa5A. 
 

In life and in death we belong to God.                     
  --from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

about:blank
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
November 14, 2020 

 
For Action from the Stated Clerk: Insert the following minutes as 

Subsection D on p. 7 of the Advance Packet, so they may be 

approved as part of the Consent Agenda: 

 
MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION TO INSTALL  

REV. ANNA OWENS AS ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF  
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, DAYTON, OHIO 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 
 

The Administrative Commission of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley met via Zoom on 
November 8, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. in order to install Reverend Anna Owens as Associate 
Pastor for Spiritual Growth of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Dayton, Ohio. Ruling 
Elder Alice O. McCollum, Moderator of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley, called the 
meeting to order, opened the meeting with prayer, and served as clerk.  
 
The following four members constituted the Administrative Commission, and all were 
present and constituted a quorum: Ruling Elder Alice McCollum, Presbytery Moderator, 
chair; Ruling Elder Gene Saunders (Dayton: Westminster Presbyterian Church); Rev. Dr. 
Jacqueline Nowak, minister member of the Presbytery of the Miami Valley; Rev. Terry 
Kukuk, Executive Presbyter. 
 
A motion to seat Rev. Karen Lang, a minister member of the Whitewater Valley Presbytery, 
as a corresponding member was made by Rev. Nowak and seconded by Rev.  Kukuk.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion to proceed to install Anna Owens as associate pastor following the prescribed 
order of worship prepared for the service was made by Ruling Elder Saunders, seconded by 
Rev. Kukuk and passed unanimously. 
 

The moderator read the order of worship. 
To preach: Rev. Karen Lang 
To ask the constitutional questions of the candidate: Moderator Alice O. McCollum 
To ask the constitutional questions of the congregation: Ruling Elder Gene Saunders 
To charge the pastor:   Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Nowak 
To charge the congregation:  Rev. Terry Kukuk 
 

A motion to adopt the order of worship prescribed for the service and previously distributed 
was made by Rev. Kukuk and seconded by RE Saunders.  The motion passed unanimously.  
    
A motion to end and dismiss this commission with the benediction at the end of the 
worship service was made by RE Saunders and seconded by Rev. Dr. Nowak.  The motion 
passed unanimously. A motion to adjourn was made by Rev. Dr. Nowak and seconded by 
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RE Gene Saunders.  The motion passed. The Stated Clerk explained to the Commission the 
logistics of a Zoom installation service. 
 
The Commission proceeded to the service of worship at 3:00 sharp via Zoom. All 
Constitutional Questions were answered in the affirmative. As previously approved, the 
meeting adjourned with the benediction by Rev. Anna Owens at the close of the service. 
 

Alice O. McCollum, Commission Clerk 
 
 

++++++++ 
 

For Information from the Leadership Council: 
 

1. Decision to hold virtual February 2021 stated meeting: Due to the continuing 

presence of the coronavirus pandemic and at the request of the Dayton: Trinity church 

that previously had agreed to host the February 2021 stated meeting, the Leadership 

Council on November 12, 2020 voted to conduct the February 2021 stated presbytery 

meeting by Zoom rather than in-person. The Council is grateful to Trinity for its 

willingness to host but agrees completely with its session’s decision to defer that hosting 

opportunity until a later date and instead rely on Zoom for the presbytery to gather 

safely in February 2021. 

2. Presbytery Connectional Support and GA and Synod Per Capita Payments: 

The presbytery is deeply grateful for the generous support churches offer through 

payments for Connectional Support and the two per capitas. You have made possible the 

resources and technology for several presbytery meetings this past quarter, preparations 

to welcome a new Stated Clerk, and ongoing efforts to align our staffing with the 

presbytery’s mission.  Pages 67-69 show our current records for each church’s 

payments to the presbytery so far this year, and the requested amounts for 2020. Please 

make sure your additional 2020 payments arrive to us by December 31, 2020 to count 

toward the current year funding. Letters detailing assessments for 2021 will be sent to 

pastors/moderators, clerks of session and church treasurers after presbytery approves 

the 2021 budget on November 14. Thank you! 

3. Missing something? Sign up for presbytery’s Constant Contact emails: If you 

are not already on our Constant Contact email list, please sign up to receive presbytery 

news, prayer requests, announcements, and more. Go to our website 

at www.miamipresbytery.org and click the “Join Our Mailing List” button. Sign-up is 

quick and easy. (You may unsubscribe at any time.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
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NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
November 14, 2020 

 
For action, the Committee nominates the following names to presbytery 

committees, commissions, and Council, and to positions with other councils (legend: MWS 
= Minister of the Word and Sacrament; RE = Ruling Elder; Rev. = Minister member from 
another denomination): 
 Committee on Ministry  

Class of 2021 
   MWS Anna Owens 
  Class of 2022 
   RE John Mauntler 
  Class of 2023 
   MWS Marc van Bulck 
  

Presbytery Trustees 
 Class of 2022 
  MWS Tom Ramsey 

 
Commissioners to the Synod of the Covenant 
 Class year to be assigned by Synod 

   RE Mary Jean Blackmon (Dayton: Trinity)--Ruling Elder  
Commissioner 

   MWS Diane Ziegler—Minister of the Word and Sacrament  
Commissioner 

   Emily Knoth (Springboro: Covenant)—Young Adult Commissioner 
 
 
(Note: The Nominations Committee may have additional names to present at the 
presbytery meeting for inclusion in this list of nominees for election at that meeting.) 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
November 14, 2020 

 

Stated Clerk Job Description: To assist the presbytery in its decision on the Stated 
Clerk nomination, the following pages contain the new Stated Clerk job description, 
developed to align the position to the presbytery’s strengthened sense of mission. 
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(End of job description) 
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REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
November 14, 2020 

 

For Action: See Consent Agenda (pp. 7, 9-31, 55-56)  
For Information:  

o Stated Clerk words of gratitude and hope (p. 63) 
o Session Records Review for 2019 – Final Summary 

The final summary for 2020 of the PMV session minutes, rolls and registers review 
is at p. 64. Many PMV churches were able to have their 2019 records reviewed at 
the annual session minutes review and training session on March 7, 2020, which 
occurred just prior to the COVID disruption. However, churches that were not 
present at the annual March review will not be penalized for not having their books 
reviewed later in the year due to the pandemic dangers. The normal make-up review 
sessions were not scheduled to ensure that everyone could remain safe.  These 
unreviewed churches should plan to have their 2019 records reviewed at the first 
available opportunity in 2021, along with their 2020 records. Churches listed on p. 
64 as out of compliance with the Book of Order were already out of compliance 
based on prior year unreviewed records.  

o Synod Review of Presbytery Minutes for 2019  
The Presbytery of the Miami Valley minutes for 2019 were reviewed at a Synod-
organized session on August 18, 2020. As of this date the Stated Clerk has not yet 
officially received the results of the review and so cannot remedy any issues. 

o Correspondence 

• Pastoral letter of concern and support from Rev. Gloria Ulloa, 
executive secretary of the Presbytery of the North Coast in 
Barranquilla, Colombia, our partner presbytery in the Presbyterian 
Church of Colombia. The November 6 letter expresses solidarity with us 
during the then-uncertain outcome of the U.S. presidential election and offers 
support for our well-being in the COVID pandemic (pp. 65-66). 

• Summary of Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program loans and mortgage 
grants to PMV churches.  

 
o Minister membership changes since September stated presbytery meeting: 

a. Gains: Susan Brasier (by ordination on October 27, 2020)  
b. Losses: Robert Edwards, HR (to the Lord’s loving care in death); 

Beau Brown (to Whitewater Valley); Erin Kobs (to Kiskiminetas); 
Andrew Gerhart (by renunciation of jurisdiction under G-2.0509, to 
accept membership in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church) 

c. In transition: Herbie Miller (to Charlotte); Darcy Metcalfe (from 
Maumee Valley) 

 
 

++++++++++++ 
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A Word From Stated Clerk Larry Hollar 
 
Dearest Presbytery Colleagues- 

 
I am profoundly grateful for the blessing you offered me five years ago as I 

responded to God’s call to be your Clerk. Doris Whitaker’s unexpected death made that 
transition necessary, and I appreciate the wonderful support you’ve offered ever since. I 
found joy and challenge in wrestling with the Book of Order and Robert’s Rules, including 
in recent times when COVID-19 has demanded a new combination of innovation and polity 
integrity from us all. I truly relish the many times of learning and problem-solving I spent 
with our beloved Clerks of Session and with my best mentors, the other presbytery Stated 
Clerks in our Synod. My presbytery staff colleagues have been a source of inspiration and 
joy, and I deeply value working cooperatively over these years alongside two presbytery 
executives who helped develop my skills and supported me well. 

 
I’ve been enriched as your Clerk connecting with all the councils of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) and with the people of those councils—from sessions to presbyteries to 
synods to General Assembly. We have been through many rough spots together, but we’ve 
also experienced moments of truth and faithful witness and solidarity.  I don’t pretend to 
know the future for the church in this southwest corner of Ohio or around the world. But I 
trust that God’s hand and heart, Son and Spirit, are with us—and that’s really all that 
matters.  

 
A word now about boundaries. In the period ahead I will spend time orienting and 

supporting the new Stated Clerk you elect and install today. From now on that person is 
your go-to source for all polity and Clerk wisdom. I cannot offer even informal polity advice 
or second opinions, unless the new Clerk requests it directly from me. Only in that way can 
I fulfill my ordination vow to “be a friend among [my] colleagues in ministry, working with 
them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit.” 

 
Finally, when I was examined on my Statement of Faith five years ago, I sang parts of 

that Statement because the great psalms and hymns and spiritual songs are at the heart of 
my theology and my relationship with my Savior Jesus Christ. Today many voices, 
regrettably including my own, are silenced due to the pandemic, but the poetry still rings in 
our souls. So I leave you with this expression of thanks and hope for our past time together 
and for times yet to come: 
 

¡Dios de la esperanza, danos gozo y paz! Al mundo en crisis, habla tu verdad. 
Dios de la justicia, mándanos tu luz, luz y esperanza en la oscuridad. 

Oremos por la paz, cantemos de tu amor. Luchemos por la paz, fieles a ti, Señor. 
 
(Canto de Esperanza, Glory to God, 765) 
 

(LH Translation) God of hope, give us joy and peace! Speak your truth to a crisis-torn world. 
God of justice, send us your light, light and hope in the darkness that surrounds us. 

Let us pray for peace, sing of God’s love, and join the struggle so that peace may prevail— 
always faithful to you, Lord. 
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REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
November 14, 2020 

 
2019 SESSION RECORDS REVIEW--FINAL 

 
Approved Without Exceptions 
Bellbrook 
Belle Center: United 
Bellefontaine: First United 
Covington 
Dayton: Bath 
Dayton: Central  
Dayton: Fairmont  
Dayton: Southminster 
Dayton: Sugar Creek 
Dayton: Trinity 
Dayton: Westminster 
Eaton: First 
Fairborn: First with comments 
Farmersville: Slifers 
Hamilton: TPC  
Hamilton: Westwood  
Huber Heights: Faith United 
Jamestown 
Middletown: First 
New Carlisle: Honey Creek 
Oxford 
Piqua: Good Shepherd United  
Reily  
Springboro: Covenant  
Springfield: Covenant 
Springfield: Northminster 
West Liberty: First 
Xenia: Memorial 
Xenia: Westminster  
Yellow Springs  
 
Approved With Exceptions 
Dayton: Memorial 
 

2019 Minutes Not Yet Reviewed 
Blue Ball  
Bradford: First 
Clifton: United 
Collinsville: United 
Dayton: College Hill Community 
Dayton: Corinth 
Dayton: Immanuel Korean 
Huntsville  
Monroe 
Middletown: St. Luke 
New Paris 
Piqua: Westminster  
Rushsylvania: First United  
Seven Mile: United 
Sidney: First 
Troy: First 
Urbana: First 
Wilmington 
 
Out of Compliance from Previous Years  
(G-3.0108a) 
Clifton: United 
Dayton: Immanuel Korean 
Middletown: St. Luke 
New Paris 
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(A translation of this letter is on p. 66) 
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(Translation of letter on p. 65) 

 

Presbyterian Church of Colombia 

Presbytery of the North Coast 
 

Barranquilla, Colombia, November 06, 2020 

 

               “Be strong and take courage; do not be afraid, nor be afraid of others, 

for it is the Lord your God who goes with you, and will not fail or forsake you. " 

Deuteronomy 31:6 

Miami Valley Presbytery 

COLOMBIA PARTNERSHIP NETWORK 

Attn. Ruling Elder Larry Hollar 

 

Dear Brother Larry and the entire Network Coordinating Team, 

 

May you receive warm greetings from the Presbytery of the North Coast in this time of great 

expectation as we await the outcome of the electoral process for the presidency of the United States. 

We understand that it has been a complex and difficult process for the American people and that it 

may be leading to anguish, fear and many concerns. 

 

We want to tell you that we are thinking of you, that we are praying for you and for the entire 

nation. We pray that God will help you to remain calm, and will strengthen the bridge of dialogue 

and fellowship in the American people to help resolve differences. We ask God that your health may 

be a source of joy for your lives in the midst of the difficulties caused by Covid-19. 

 

We trust that God will care for you and provide protection over all your lives. 

 

As siblings in faith, 

 

Gloria N. Ulloa Alvarado 

Executive Secretary 

Presbytery of the North Coast 

Presbyterian Church of Colombia 
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