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Sarah Sparks-Franklin is the Pastor of Cove-
nant Presbyterian Church in Springboro. 
She is married to Jonathan and they have 
two children, Cora (6) and Levi (2). Over the 
past 5 years, Sarah has served  the presby-
tery in various capaci es. She was a mem-
ber of the Execu ve Presbyter Search Com-
mi ee and was an Alternate Commissioner 
for the 224th General Assembly. Sarah cur-
rently serves on the Presbytery’s Com-
mi ee on Nomina ons. In February of 
2018, she went on a trip with other mem-
bers of the PMV to visit Covenant’s sister 
church and our sister presbytery in Colom-
bia.  

 
Sarah went through the ordina on process in the PMV, gradua ng from 
Princeton Theological Seminary in 2013. Upon gradua on, she and Jona-
than moved to Bloomington, Indiana where Sarah served as a full- me 
Director of Youth and Young Adults at First United Methodist Church. She 
was ordained and installed at Covenant on March 13, 2016.  

In her spare me, Sarah serves as a board member of Young Clergy Wom-
en Interna onal, an organiza on that supports, empowers, and equips 
clergywomen under the age of 40. When she’s not running a er her two 
small children, she enjoys trying new varie es of cold-brew coffee, Ne lix 
binging, having nerdy theological discussions with her spouse, and spend-
ing me with her close-knit group of college friends. 

Meet our new Moderator and Vice Moderator 

Meet our new Moderator and Vice Moderator, con nued 

At its May 10 mee ng, Presbytery of the Miami Valley elected Minister of 
Word and Sacrament Sarah Sparks-Franklin as Moderator and Ruling Elder 
Michael Seewer as Vice Moderator for 2022-23. 

Con nued on the back page>> 

Michael Seewer is originally from northern Ohio. 
The Seewer family se led in Fairborn because of 
its close proximity to Wright-Pa erson Air Force 
Base. My father's work was in the military and 
the Federal Civil Service. Other than me in Ger-
many with family and the college experience, I 
have lived in the surrounding area all my life. 
Having both enormous joy in reading and intel-
lectual curiosity about the past led me to a thirty-
one year career of teaching history and litera-
ture. In the process I acquired both a M.A. and 
Ph.D. degree in history. Sadly, I prematurely had 
to depart a posi on I loved and filled with care 
for my students because of my severe gene c 

hearing disability.  

I have been a Presbyterian my en re life. Experiencing excellent role models 
in my mother with her Chris an compassion for others, my father who was 
both a deacon and an elder, and significant pastor mentors. I have been a 
member of First Presbyterian Church in Fairborn for sixty-four years. Or-
dained as a Ruling Elder, I have served in this capacity for almost forty years. 
During this period, I have been a member of the session at Fairborn for eight-
een years, chairing numerous commi ees, including Mission, Chris an Educa-

on, Worship, Personnel, and others. I also chaired a Pastor Nomina ng 
Commi ee. Currently I am a member of the Nomina ons Commi ee at the 
local congrega on.  

At the Presbytery of the Miami Valley, I ini ally was a member of the Com-
mi ee on Cer fied Chris an Educators for six years, helping teachers reach 
their goals in the denomina on. For the last fourteen years, I have been a 
member of, or working with, the Commi ee on Ministry. In this capacity, I 
have been a liaison to various congrega ons, including modera ng sessions 
for periods of me when needed, assis ng pastoral searches, and serving on 
two Administra ve Commissions, providing a leadership role in one. I pray 
that, with God's help, I can prove worthy of the posi on to which I have been 
presently called. I am indeed apprecia ve of those who feel I am qualified to 
serve the Presbytery of the Miami Valley as Vice Moderator. I shall strive to 
do my very best. God bless and watch over all the congrega ons of this fine 
presbytery. 

Presbytery of the Miami Valley     
www.miamipresbytery.org 



Execu ve Presbyter Terry Kukuk is pleased to announce, “The Presbytery 
of the Miami Valley offices are now nested in the Sugar Creek Presbyterian 
Church. Our office space is ‘right-sized’ to fit our presbytery’s current 
staffing model and mission and ministry focus.” 
 
The offices of Presbytery of the Miami Valley are now located at 4417 Big-
ger Road, Dayton, OH 45440. 
 
Our telephone number remains the same at 937-258-8118 

A hybrid 225th General Assembly this summer 

The 225th General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
will meet June 18 – July 9 and will 
be held both in-person and 
online. 
 
The in-person por on of the as-
sembly will be held in Louisville, 
KY, site of the PC(USA) na onal 

offices. The assembly’s 13 commi ees will hold in-person mee ngs over a 
two-week period, with plenaries and worship being held online. 

► Learn more at h ps://ga-pcusa.org/  

Summer Camp at Kirkmont Center 

Registra on is now open for 2022 
Summer Camp at Kirkmont Center, 
Zanesfield. 

Twelve camping experiences for all 
ages are available from June 5 
through August 12. 

Camps include Quilt Camp I and II, Beginners Camp, PYC Camp, PYC Jr. Camp, 
Camp Kirkmont l-IV, Camp Rejoice, You and Me Camp, and Alumni Camp. 

► Learn more & register at  www.kirkmontcenter.org/summer-camps 

Join Our Email List and Follow Us On Facebook 
Get news and more from Presbytery of the Miami Valley 

 
 Get started at www.miamipresbytery.org 

Join with others from around  Presbytery  
of the Miami Valley for a me of prayer. 

 
On the first Wednesday of the month at noon we will gather, via Zoom, for a 

me of prayer. This guided me of prayer will allow us to pray for one anoth-
er, our neighbors, and our world. Those par cipa ng will have a chance to 
share their par cular joys and concerns, celebra ons, and challenges. 
 
To receive the Zoom link to join in prayer with others in the presbytery, email 
PMV Execu ve Presbyter Terry Kukuk at ep@miamipresbytery.org . 


